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N S 11#EIE WK E° Dominique Pradelle, Par-dela la révolution
copernicienne. Sujet transcendantal et facultés chez Kant et Husserl,
Paris, PUF, 2012, p. 170 ; Dominique Pradelle, « Vers une geneése
a-subjective des idéalités mathématiques. Cavailles critique de Husserl »,
Archives de Philosophie, tome 76, 2013, p. 247. 33Q" +) &k — % L&
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Cf. Ibid., p. 256-258 ; Dominique Pradelle, Généalogie de la raison.
Essai sur ['historicité du sujet transcendantal de Kant ¢ Heidegger, Paris,
PUF, 2013, p. 203-204.
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Cf. Pradelle, Par-dela la révolution copernicienne, op. cit., p. 172-173.

Cf. Pradelle, « Vers une genése a-subjective des idéalités
mathématiques », op. cit., p. 266.

Ct. Ibid., p. 269-270 ; Pradelle, Généalogie de la raison, op. cit, p. 437.

A MK ULRDe [EEER&GI] V [RAUEBR&) EENCK
E RS EHEWHE QN

Cavalilles, Sur la logique et la théorie de la science, loc. cit. SEFE s FEIE°

Gabrielle Ferriéres, Jean Cavaillés. Un philosophe dans la guerre
1903-1944 [1950], Paris, Félin, 2003, p. 188.
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The transcendental orientation of Sein
und Zeit

Yuko Ishihara

Introduction

Is Sein und Zeit a work within transcendental philosophy? When confronted with
this question, one may not hesitate to reply affirmatively, pointing to Heidegger’'s
own words in the Introduction: “[e]very disclosure of Being as the transcendens is
transcendental knowledge. Phenomenological truth (the disclosedness of Being) is veritas
transcendentalis.” Indeed, these words seem to suggest that Sein und Zeit is a work
within transcendental philosophy since they are claiming that the main task of Sein
und Zeit, i.e. the disclosure of being (or the interpretation of the meaning of being), is
to be worked out transcendentally. But how can Heidegger claim that the disclosure
of being constitutes transcendental knowledge? To what extent does Heidegger’'s
understanding of the transcendental accord with a conventional understanding of
transcendental philosophy? And what are we to make of his apparent rejection of
Husserl's phenomenological reduction in the 1925 lecture course? If these questions do
not challenge, they at least put pressure on what exactly is meant with the claim that
Sein und Zeit is a work within transcendental philosophy. Without getting clear on
these questions, any answer to the initial question remains unsatisfactory. Accordingly,
by means of examining the project undertaken in Sein und Zeit, as well as surrounding
works that lie within that framework, the following investigation aims to clarify the
sense in which Sein und Zeit is a work within transcendental philosophy. In doing
so, we should proceed by first arming ourselves with a worked out characterization
of transcendental philosophy based on the work of J. N. Mohanty. This will then
subsequently be used as a guiding thread to address our question.

1. Three criteria for a transcendental philosophy

In his 1985 book, The Possibility of Transcendental Philosophy, J. N. Mohanty gives
a concise characterization of transcendental philosophy. Not being too broad that it
encompasses too much, yet being broad enough to include its variations, Mohanty's
characterization serves as a suitable starting point for an inquiry into the essence of
transcendental philosophy. In his essay “The Destiny of Transcendental Philosophy,”
included in the above-mentioned book, Mohanty starts off with the basic insight that
the common motif of transcendental philosophies is the search for a foundation for
knowledge, thinking and experience. But since not all foundationalism is transcendental

philosophy, he settles for the following characterization: “a transcendental philosophy
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looks for the foundation in the a priori structures of the experiencing subject, leaving
aside for the present how precisely this subject is to be understood.” In order to get
a better grasp of this characterization, it is first of all important that we properly
understand what is meant by ‘foundation’ here. We can do this by distinguishing the
kind of foundationalism that is at play in transcendental philosophy from at least two
other types of foundationalism found throughout the history of philosophy. The first is
metaphysical foundationalism, a view that seeks an ultimate principle or substratum to
which the rest of reality is reduced or from which all reality is deduced.? The other is
epistemological foundationalism, which seeks for non-inferential basic beliefs that serve
as the basis for all other knowledge. As Mohanty rightly notes, insofar as transcendental
philosophy seeks for the ground of knowledge or experience in general, it is a
foundationalistic discipline. For example, Kant's search for the conditions of possibility
for synthetic a priori knowledge is precisely a search for the theoretical grounds of such
knowledge. And Husserl's phenomenological investigation is transcendental insofar as
the phenomenological-psychological investigation of the eidetic structures of intentional
experience in the Logische Untersuchungen was radicalized into a search for the ultimate
source of the constitution of meanings in our intentional experience. However, neither
Kant's a priori principles nor Husserl's essences constitute a metaphysical foundation
in the above sense, and neither of them was ultimately concerned with configuring a
structure of knowledge in hierarchical terms. Rather, what both Kant and Hussserl were
after was the foundation of our experience insofar as this foundation is understood as
the condition of possibility for our experience. Accordingly, the interest of transcendental
philosophy lies not in reducing our experience to some ultimate principle but rather in
clarifying the structures that enable us to have experience in the first place.

But here, one may wonder how such an approach differs from empirical approaches
that seek to clarify the possibility of our experience through causal explanations.
Indeed, Mohanty’s qualification that it seeks the foundation “in the a priori structures
of the experiencing subject” is intended to demarcate the specific kind of foundation
sought in transcendental philosophy. Whatever else the term ‘a priori’ may signify, for
the purpose of providing a general characterization of transcendental philosophy, it is
sufficient that we take it to mean something like the structure of subjectivity that is
prior to and hence not dependent on what is actually existent. Neuroscientific accounts
that attempt to explain the conditions of possibility for our experience by recourse to
brain states, for example, are not transcendental on this account, since brain states are
empirically observed data and, hence, rely on what is actually existent.

Another way of distinguishing transcendental philosophy from empirical approaches
is by distinguishing two kinds of reflection, namely empirical and transcendental
reflection. Empirical reflection is a kind of reflection that seeks to determine the real
properties of objects (be they mental or physical). If we designate empirical reflection of

this sort first-order reflection, then transcendental reflection is second-order reflection



that is concerned not with objects per se but with the conditions of possibility for our
experience of objects. Moreover, this way of putting the matter allows us to demarcate
transcendental philosophy from all first-order inquiries, not just empirical but also a
priori first-order inquires such as mathematics and metaphysics. In this way, we can
state that transcendental philosophy seeks for the foundation of our experience through
transcendental reflection, thereby articulating the a priori conditions of possibility for our
experience of objects.

Here, in passing, a note should be made on the peculiarity of the distinction in
transcendental philosophy between the foundation and that which is founded, i.e. between
conditions of possibility and that for which the conditions are sought or, more simply
put, between the transcendental and the empirical. Since the aim of transcendental
philosophy is to clarify the conditions that enable us to have experience in the first
place, and not to reduce our experience to some fundamental principle, the conditions-
conditioned distinction is retained as a basic distinction irresolvable to either of the
relata. The irresolvability of the distinction is most evident in the notion of subjectivity.
For both Kant and Husser], it was important that transcendental subjectivity, as the
ultimate condition of possibility for experience, was to be clearly demarcated from that
for which it sought the conditions, including the empirical subject that is part of the
constituted world. Hence, just as Kant distinguished the transcendental self from the
empirical self, Husserl too distinguished pure transcendental consciousness from the
empirical ego as constituted in pure consciousness. In this way, one of the consequences
of transcendental philosophy is what Husserl famously designated the “paradox of
human subjectivity,”* ie. the apparent paradox that we are at once a subject for the
world and an object in the world?

Having, thus, supplemented Mohanty's characterization with the specification of the
kind of reflection employed in transcendental philosophy, we are now in a position to lay
out three criteria for distinguishing a philosophical mode of inquiry as transcendental.
Namely, (1) it must be foundational, (2) the foundation must be sought through
transcendental reflection, and (3) the foundation must be sought in the a priori structures
of subjectivity. In the following, we will examine whether Heidegger’s project in Sein
und Zeit fulfills these three criteria.

2. Fundamental ontology and the existential analytic of Dasein

Sein und Zeit begins with the statement that the question of being has been forgotten
today. The task that Heidegger sets out in the work is, accordingly, to bring to light the
long-forgotten question of being. While this may sound like Heidegger is grieving over
the neglect of ontology only to take up the task of constructing ontology anew, his aim
was rather different and importantly so. What, in a certain sense, was more problematic
than the neglect of the question of being was that the question itself lacked a clear

orientation. This was because the history of Western thought, according to Heidegger,
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had understood being as a kind of entity. Hence the question of being was exclusively
oriented towards the question of entities. What Heidegger first and fore-most draws
our attention to is the so-called ontological difference between entities and the being of

entities:

The Being of entities ‘is’ not itself an entity. If we are to understand the problem of
Being, our first philosophical step consists in not po8ov tva dmyeicOoy, in not ‘telling
a story'—that is to say, in not defining entities as entities by tracing them back in
their origin to some other entities, as if Being had the character of some possible
entity. Hence Being, as that which is asked about, must be exhibited in a way of its

own, essentially different from the way in which entities are discovered.®

With this distinction on hand, and with the firm belief that being “must be exhibited
in a way of its own, essentially different from the way in which entities are discovered,”
the rest of the Introduction is devoted to explicating the question itself with regard to
its structure, its priority it has to other inquiries and its appropriate method. And it is in
this context that we are informed that the investigation will undertake a “fundamental
ontology” and that this “must be sought in the existential analytic of Dasein.”” So then
what is fundamental ontology and why must it be sought in the existential analytic of
Dasein?

One of the aims of the Introduction is to show what Heidegger calls the “ontological
priority of the question of being,” which is also the title of § 3. In this section, Heidegger
points out that, through their research, the positive sciences or the “ontic sciences”
(sciences that deal with entities in a broad sense including not only actual entities but
also non-actual entities, e.g. mathematical entities) accomplish a “rough and naive”
demarcation of their subject-matter. Physics deals with nature, anthropology with human
beings, historiology with history and so on. But what guides this initial demarcation
is the basic concepts that underlie the specific domain and that are themselves pre-
scientifically experienced and interpreted. Based on these basic concepts, positive
sciences proceed to make progress by working within that predelineated domain.
But these basic concepts themselves demand preliminary research, what may be
called a regional ontology, if these concepts are to be scientifically grounded. Without
such research, positive sciences remain without a foundation. Hence Heidegger says,
“[o]ntological inquiry is indeed more primordial, as over against the ontical inquiry of
the positive sciences.” But the “ontological priority” that Heidegger speaks of does not
simply signify the priority of regional ontology over the positive sciences. For ontological
inquiry itself demands further clarification. As he continues: “[bJut it [ontological inquiry]
remains itself naive and opaque if in its researches into the Being of entities it fails to
discuss the meaning of Being in general”® Indeed, it is such inquiry into the meaning of

being in general that deserves to be called “fundamental ontology.” Consequently, the



ontology that provides the foundation for the ontic sciences itself breaks down into two
levels of inquiry, regional ontology and fundamental ontology, with the latter providing
the foundation for the former. In this sense, fundamental ontology has priority over both
the ontic sciences and regional ontology. Therefore, the question of being, understood
as the question of the meaning of being in general, has “ontological priority” over the
question about entities and the question of the being of particular domains.

Accordingly, insofar as the task of Sein und Zeit is the undertaking of fundamental
ontology understood as the inquiry into the meaning of being in general, it is legitimate
to assert that Heidegger is engaged in a foundational mode of inquiry. Heidegger's way
of phrasing the matter in terms of the “a priori conditions of possibility” further lends

credence to our claim that the foundationalism that is at play is a transcendental one:

The question of Being aims therefore at ascertaining the a priori conditions not only
for the possibility of the sciences which examine entities as entities of such and such
a type, and, in so doing, already operate with an understanding of Being, but also for
the possibility of those ontologies themselves which are prior to the ontical sciences
and which provide their foundation."

Moreover, since being, as Heidegger emphasizes, ‘must be exhibited in a way of its
own, essentially different from the way in which entities are discovered,”"' the mode of
inquiry for fundamental ontology (as well as regional ontology) is forever distinguished
from all first-order inquiries into entities. Accordingly, the question of the meaning of
being in general is sought through second-order reflection into the a priori conditions of
possibility for entities and the being of entities, namely through transcendental reflection.

But then, in the subsequent section titled “The Ontical Priority of the Question of
Being,” we find Heidegger’s crucial statement that “fundamental ontology, from which
alone all other ontologies can take their rise, must be sought in the existential analytic of
Dasein.”" Indeed, the whole of §4 is devoted to showing that this is the case. I believe
we can distinguish two parts of his argument. He starts off by arguing that there is an
entity, Dasein, which is uniquely distinct from other entities. This entity is distinct in
that it has a specific relation to the question of being or, more specifically, to what is
asked about in the question of being (i.e. being): “it [Dasein] is ontically distinguished by
the fact that, in its very Being, that very Being is an issue for it.”" And shortly after:
“Dasein is ontically distinctive in that it is ontological.”™* This is to say that Dasein,
unlike other entities, has a pre-ontological (or pre-theoretical) understanding of being,
not only of itself but of all entities other than itself. But, if this is the case, then any
inquiry into the being of entities other than Dasein must lead back to an inquiry into
Dasein’s understanding of being. And, since regional ontology is founded on fundamental
ontology, it is claimed that fundamental ontology must be sought in the ontology of

Dasein. This, I believe, is the first part of Heidegger’'s argument. The second part follows
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from the explication of Dasein's being as “existence’ (Existenz), a term he reserved for
designating the being of Dasein alone. As Heidegger later clarifies (§9), since Dasein
‘exists’ in a way essentially different from the way entities other than Dasein ‘exist,’
“existence” is distinguished from “existentia,” which ontologically means being-present-
at-hand (Vorhandensein). Accordingly, Dasein has an understanding of being as existence:
“Dasein always understands itself in terms of its existence [Existenz]—in terms of a

"> But there are two ways that Dasein can

possibility of itself: to be itself or not itself.
understand its existence: in an “existentiell” (existenziell) manner or in an “existential”
(existenzial) manner. In the former, the particular Dasein takes hold of its own existence
by existing itself. Hence this is an “ontical ‘affair’,” which need not be theoretically
transparent. The latter refers to the understanding of existence through an analysis
of the ontological structures of existence, namely through the existential analytic of
Dasein. Moreover, as he later adds that the roots of the existential analytic must be
existentiell (l.e. the question of existence must be seized upon in one’'s own individual
existence)', the second part of Heidegger's argument establishes that the inquiry into
Dasein's understanding of being must take the form of the existential analytic of Dasein
undertaken in an existentiell manner. Consequently, through a two-step argument, it is
argued that fundamental ontology must be sought in the existential analytic of Dasein.
But how does this conclusion relate to the heading of the section, “The Ontical
Priority of the Question of Being?” In fact, Heidegger does not articulate the meaning
of this priority head-on. The section rather focuses on arguing for the priority of Dasein
to all other entities and accordingly for the claim that fundamental ontology must be
sought in the existential analytic of Dasein. But to say that Dasein has ontical priority
with regard to the question of being is not the same as to claim that the question
itself has ontical priority. But, whatever the precise meaning of this “ontical priority”
may be, there is no denying that what is argued for here is the priority of an entity
Dasein and its existential structure with regard to the question of being. With this step
towards the existential structure of Dasein, we can then say that Heidegger is making
a move broadly in line with that of Kant and Husserl towards the a priori structure
of subjectivity. Yet it should be immediately noted that this cannot be said without
qualification, for Heidegger was explicitly critical of the idea of ‘subject and ‘subjectivity’
because of its ontological connotations, which fail to do justice to the kind of being that
Dasein is."” And, moreover, Heidegger's move towards the entity Dasein seems to blur
the distinction between transcendental subjectivity and the empirical subject. This
becomes all the more problematic when we recall Heidegger’s explicit rejection of the
phenomenological reduction in the 1925 lecture course. For does this not imply that
he is rejecting a turn to any notion of a transcendental subjectivity? Notwithstanding
these apparent difficulties, there is an undeniable sense in which the turn towards the
existential analytic of Dasein is a transcendental turn. In order to clarify this, let us

examine Heidegger's critical stance towards the phenomenological reduction. This will



allow us to articulate the sense in which the existential analytic of Dasein is Heidegger's
rendering of transcendental philosophy.

3. Heidegger’s critical stance towards the phenomenological reduction

In his 1925 lecture course, ‘Geschichte des Zeitbegriffs,” in the context of addressing
the alleged neglect of the question of the being of the intentional and the question
of being as such in phenomenology, Heidegger introduces the phenomenological
reduction as the disregarding of reality and of what is really posited, including the
“reality of consciousness given in the natural attitude in the factual human being.”*®
But, in undertaking such a reduction, Heidegger contends that we are “giving up the
ground upon which alone the question of the being of the intentional could be based.”™
Therefore, the reduction is rejected as being “in principle inappropriate for determining
the being of consciousness positively.”® The way in which Heidegger puts the matter
here is in some sense unfortunate because it gives the impression that Heidegger
is rejecting the reduction only to claim that we must simply remain in the natural
attitude. This way of understanding his claim would undoubtedly make it difficult to
see how Heidegger can be a transcendental philosopher. However, on a closer reading,
it becomes evident that Heidegger is not claiming that we simply remain in the natural
attitude but is rather questioning the very starting point of the reduction as the natural
attitude. As he states his “first critical question”: “[tJo what extent is the being of the
intentional experienced and determined in the starting position—in the determination of

?2! What Heidegger is taking issue with here is

the exemplary ground of the reductions
the ‘unnaturalness’ of Husserl's notion of the natural attitude. According to Heidegger,
Husserl takes us to be experiencing ourselves in the natural attitude as zoological living
beings, as objects that occur amongst other objects in the world. But this is already a
specifically theoretical way of conceiving of ourselves. Heidegger accordingly argues
that Husser!'s natural attitude is in fact a theoretical position-taking that identifies ‘being’
with ‘being an object. Subsequently, Heidegger calls for a reevaluation of our natural
way of experiencing ourselves prior to taking any theoretical attitude. Heidegger's
analysis of Dasein’s average everydayness in Sein und Zeit can be said to be a result of
this reevaluation. But, even if this interpretation saves Heidegger from being stuck in
Husserl's version of the natural attitude, this does not yet make him a transcendental
philosopher. For is he not merely replacing one natural attitude with another ‘more
natural’ one? Is it not still true that he rejects the reduction?

While we find mostly critical remarks on the reduction in the 1925 lecture course, in
the summer lecture course of 1927, Die Grundprobleme der Phdnomenologie, we are
introduced to Heidegger's positive characterization of the reduction. Here, Heidegger
introduces the phenomenological reduction as one of the three components of the
phenomenological method, together with the phenomenological construction and

destruction. Contrasting his version of the reduction to Husserl's, which he articulates
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as leading the phenomenological vision from the natural attitude of the human being
to the transcendental life of consciousness, he states that “/ffor us phenomenological
reduction means leading phenomenological vision back from the apprehension of a being,
whatever may be the character of that apprehension, to the understanding of the being

922 . .. . .
What is decisive here is his

of this being (projecting upon the way it is unconcealed).
rendering of the reduction to signify precisely not the regress from the natural attitude
of the human being to pure transcendental consciousness but rather the regress from
beings (entities) to the understanding of their being. While this rendering may seem
so far removed from Husserl's reduction that the original meaning is completely lost,
we can see that this is not so if we pay heed to the two kinds of reductions that are
intermingled here. In fact, John D. Caputo has aptly identified the two reductions as the
“ontological reduction” and the “transcendental phenomenological reduction.”® Caputo
designates the “ontological reduction” as the regress from beings to their being and
the “transcendental phenomenological reduction” as the regress from being to Dasein’s
understanding of being. Much in line with the way I have laid out Heidegger’s project in the
preceding section, Caputo observes that, at the time of Sein und Zeit, “[tlhe regress to
Being (the ontological reduction) is made possible by a regress to Dasein’s understanding
of Being (the transcendental phenomenological reduction)”® and consequently, the two
reductions end up being “one and the same.”® Accordingly, while Heidegger rejects
Husserl's move to pure transcendental consciousness, he does not thereby reject
the transcendental turn but only couples it with an ontological turn. In this sense,
Heidegger’s turn to Dasein’s understanding of being is, as Caputo rightly calls it, a
“reduction to the ‘subject.”®

Another important text in understanding the sense in which the existential analytic
of Dasein is transcendental, and specifically the way in which it differs from Husserlian
transcendental phenomenology, is Husserl and Heidegger's attempted collaboration on
the Encyclopaedia Britannica article in 1927-28. At the very beginning of the appendix
to Heidegger’s letter to Husserl regarding the draft, Heidegger states his agreement
with Husserl that “entities in the sense of what you call ‘world’ cannot be explained in
their transcendental constitution by returning to an entity of the same mode of being.”*
The point of agreement that is voiced here can be articulated as the acknowledgement
that the transcendental inquiry is not a first-order mode of inquiry into entities, i.e. that
the conditions of possibility of entities cannot be explained by recourse to another entity.
Heidegger then proceeds to voice his disagreement:

But that does not mean that what makes up the place of the transcendental is not
an entity at all; rather, precisely at this juncture there arises the problem: What is
the mode of being of the entity in which “world” is constituted? That is Being and

Time’s central problem—namely, a fundamental ontology of Dasein.®

From Husserl's perspective, it makes little sense that “what makes up the place of the
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transcendental,” namely pure transcendental consciousness, is an entity at all since,
at least according to Heidegger's interpretation of Husserl, Husserl's transcendental
reduction signified leaving the realm of entities. In a certain sense, this is also signified
in Heidegger's own understanding of the reduction since, as he is agreeing here,
transcendental inquiry is not a first-order inquiry into entities. But what constitutes
the decisive difference is that Heidegger recognizes that there is an entity that has
a mode of being which distinguishes itself from all other entities and that, due to its
distinct mode of being, one is able to meaningfully say that this entity zs (or can be)
transcendental. Again, if we understand ‘entity’ to be equivalent to an empirical subject,
then this cannot be made sensible. But, if we recognize that there is an entity that has
a mode of being essentially different from all other entities, it need not be. And it is
precisely to show that and how the mode of being of this entity, Dasein, is essentially
different from the being of other entities that constitutes the main theme of Sein und

Zeit. As Heidegger continues after the above-quoted passage:

It has to be shown that the mode of being of human Dasein is totally different from
all other entities and that, as the mode of being that it is, it harbors right within
itself the possibility of transcendental constitution.”

Consequently, by paying heed to Dasein’s being as essentially different from the
being of all other entities (and as harboring within itself the possibility of transcendental
constitution), the “paradox of subjectivity,” which was the apparent paradox of how the
human being can at once be a subject for the world and an object in the world, starts
looking less of a paradox. This is not, however, to say that the irresolvable distinction
between the conditions and the conditioned that is characteristic to transcendental
philosophy is thereby given up, but rather that the distinction between the
transcendental and the empirical is superseded by the distinction between Dasein’s being
and the being of other entities, a distinction which we can identify as a transcendental-

ontological distinction.

Conclusion

From the above considerations, we can now conclude that Heidegger's project is
transcendental insofar as it fulfills the three criteria of a transcendental philosophy:
fundamental ontology sought as the existential analytic of Dasein is foundational in the
sense that it seeks the conditions of possibility of entities and their being, and insofar
as Heidegger adopts the transcendental-phenomenological reduction, the foundation
is sought through second-order transcendental reflection into the a priori structure
of subjectivity. Furthermore, we can say that Heidegger undertakes an ontological-
existential turn in transcendental philosophy in replacing the distinction between the

transcendental and the empirical with the transcendental-ontological distinction between
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Dasein’s being and the being of other entities. But the true import of this ontological-
existential turn, which ultimately marks Heidegger’'s unique contribution to the tradition,
can only be clarified by taking a closer look at the sense in which it can be said that
“transcendental constitution is a central possibility” of Dasein® This however must be
left for another investigation.
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Objektivitit als Medium der Erfahrung
bei Heidegger — mit einem Blick auf die
gegenwartige Sprachphilosophie

Yohei Kageyama
(JSPS / The Univ. of Tokyo) *

Einleitung

Bekanntlich geht Heideggers Phinomenologie vom Sein als einer ‘aufgehenden
Offenheit’ aus, in die wir faktisch geworfen sind, und versucht von hier aus, die Weise
der Existenz aus dem Ursprung der Erfahrung zu erhellen. Bekannt ist auch, dass seine
Untersuchung dort zu ihrem Hohepunkt gelangt, wo die primordiale Gegebenheitsweise
der Erfahrung als eine Ambiguitat von Anwesen und Abwesen herausgestellt wird. Was
aber heiB3t es, in einem solcherart ambiguen Geschehen zu existieren? Zu existieren
kann hier weder bedeuten, das Sein als die Bedingung der Moglichkeit von Erfahrung
vorzustellen, noch, sich dem Seinsgeschehnis einfach passiv hinzugeben.

In der vorliegenden Abhandlung greife ich den Begriff der Sprache beim spéaten
Heidegger auf, um dieses Verhaltnis zwischen Sein und Mensch zu beleuchten. Zur
Sprache heil3t es in Aus einem Gesprich von der Sprache, sie sei “der Grundzug
im hermeneutischen Bezug des Menschenwesens zur Zwiefalt von Anwesen und
Anwesendem” (GA12 118). Inwiefern ist die Sprache jedoch “das Tragende” (GA12
116) im Verhaltnis zwischen Sein und Mensch? Wichtig scheint mir zunéchst, die
Dimensionen dieses differenten Verhaltnisses dynamisch aufzufassen. Es sind (1) dze
Ambiguitdt des Seins, (2) das Zueinandersprel zwischen den Gegenden des Gevierts
und (3) die menschliche “Entsprechung”, die — den Abstand des Abwesens haltend — ins
Anwesen ruft. Als Ausdruck einer Erfahrung, die das ins Anwesen einigende Vorstellen
standig durchbricht, besitzt die Beschreibung dieser Differenz, so meine These, intuitive
Gultigkeit. Fur den phanomenologischen Standpunkt, dem zufolge wir angesichts dieser
Differenz faktisch existieren, musste dies heiBben, dass die Selbstverstindlichkeit der
Anwesenheit von faktischer Erfahrung durch die Erfahrung selbst gleichsam noch
aus- oder ‘dahinsteht’. Bel diesem Dahinstehen wird keine émoyn im Sinne Husserls
vollzogen; wir stoBen vielmehr auf den Grund dessen, was der sinnmafBigen Korrelation
zwischen Akt und Gegenstand immer schon vorausgeht, auf das, was uns widerfihrt
und was das Verhdltnis (gemeinsam) mit uns aufbaut — wobei die Selbstverstindlichkeit
dieses Anwesens offenbleibt. Dies ist freilich nicht jener “Sinn” der Sprache, den wir
tiblicherweise mit der Semantik verbinden. Er bildet vielmehr insofern den Grund fur

das make sense der Erfahrung, als tber das Anwesen hinaus auf das abwesende Andere
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hingewiesen wird.

Im Folgenden mochte ich anhand von Heideggers Anmerkungen zum griechischen
Wort avtikeipevov zeigen, dass diese aus- oder dahinstehende Relationalitat bei
Heidegger das Wesen der Sprache ausmacht? Der spite Heidegger beschreibt das
avtikeipevov nicht als neuzeitlichen Gegenstandsbegriff (als das Korrelat der Vorstellung),
sondern als “das im Gegentiber Vor-liegende”, das von sich aus aufgeht (GA10 121: vgl.
GA15 392). Er bringt es etwa mit der “Begegnung” mit den “Géttern” (GA10 121) oder
mit der “gvoic” (GA15 392) in Verbindung. Aristoteles bezeichnete das avtikeipevov
als die i1 einen korrelativen Bezug gesetzte Sache, wie die Umgebung fir die Seele,’
ordnete es jedoch einem bestandigen Substrat unter. Heideggers Kritik der bestindigen
Anwesenheit in der Metaphysik zufolge musste die ereignishafte Erfahrung eher in
einem ontologisch unentschiedenen Verhéaltnis liegen, auf das hin das Seiende allererst als
ein solches erfahren wird. Ich méchte dieses Verhaltnis “Objektivitat” nennen und die
Ansicht vertreten, dass diese als das Medium fur den Bezug zwischen Sein und Mensch
fungiert. Damit spreche ich dem Kern der Spatphilosophie Heideggers eine gewisse
Affinitdt zur abendlandischen Metaphysik zu. Einen Anknupfungspunkt dafiir finde ich
darin, dass Heidegger Kants Begriff der “Position” (der Gesetztheit des Objekts) als
“das Verhdltnis” der transzendentalen Apperzeption interpretiert (GA9 468f) und die
Apperzeption als den “Adyoc” betrachtet, der den Ort des Seins versammelt (GA9 462).
Im Folgenden beschranke ich mich jedoch auf eine sprachphilosophische Interpretation
Heideggers, welche die Begriindung fiir unumgénglich erachtet. Von hier aus werde ich
zunachst die Ambiguitat des Seins (1. Abschnitt) behandeln, dann das Geviert und das
Ding (2. Abschnitt) und abschlieBend die menschliche Entsprechung (3. Abschnitt).

1 Das Wort als Medium fiir die Ambiguitat des Seins und seine Phdnomenalitat

Der spate Heidegger legt groBen Nachdruck auf den sich der transzendentalen
Untersuchung entziehenden Charakter des Seins (GA9 193f.), wahrend der
transzendentale Horizont in seinem frihen Denken als Sinn des Seins tuberhaupt
thematisiert wurde. In Sein und Zeit (1927) wird die Struktur des bei der Offenheit des
Phanomens (als der Quelle jeder Erfahrung) existierenden Daseins analysiert und seine
“Weltbildung” zum Thema gemacht, um das faktische Vorhandensein des “Seienden
im Ganzen” in seiner Wesensverfassung — d. h. “das Seiende als solches im Ganzen” -
offenbar zu machen (vgl. GA29/30 507). In Heideggers Spatphilosophie wird dagegen die
ursprungliche Selbstverstandlichkeit, das Phanomen, auf dem Selbst und Welt jeweilig
grunden, ‘wese’ mit irgendeiner Ordnung ‘an’, in Frage gestellt, so dass das Anwesen
nun ab-grindig und in seiner Ambiguitat unaufloslich mit dem Abwesen verbunden
erscheint (vgl. GA5 350).

Diese Ambiguitat lasst sich konkret als “Schmerz” beschreiben. In Die Sprache (1950)
heiBt es: “Der Schmerz reiBt zwar auseinander, er scheidet, jedoch so, daB3 er zugleich

alles auf sich zieht, in sich versammelt. [---] Der Schmerz ist das Fugende im scheidend-
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sammelnden ReiBen” (GA12 24). “Versammeln” meint hier, “den Unterschied” von “Ding”
und “Welt” - von Seiendem und dem Ort seines Geschehens - zusammenzuschlieBen
(GA12 22). Mit anderen Worten: Es ist nun die einigende Bewegtheit des Phianomens, auf
dem Selbst und Welt jeweils griinden. Demgegeniiber bezeichnet das Verb “scheiden”
eine Trennung von “Ding” und “Welt” (GA12 21f), das heiBt eine die Einigung brechende
Bewegtheit des Phanomens. Damit beschreibt Heidegger die schmerzvolle Unruhe, dass
die Einigung des Phanomens ins Anwesen als ein verlasslicher Boden fiir das Selbst und
die Welt vernichtet wird. Gerade dieser Schmerz lasst uns jedoch die Ambiguitit des
faktischen Aufgangs von Selbst und Welt als solche erfahren.

Noch priziser wird diese Ambiguitidt beschrieben, wo Heidegger “den Schmerz”
mit der Sprache in Verbindung bringt: “Wenn der Unter-Schied Welt und Dinge in
die Einfalt des Schmerzes der Innigkeit versammelt, kei3t er die Zwei in ithr Wesen
kommen. [-*] Die Sprache spricht, indem das Gehei3 des Unter-Schieds Welt und Dinge
in die Einfalt ihrer Innigkeit ruft” (GA12 27; Hervorh. Y. K.). Dasselbe lasst sich auch im
Blick auf das “Wort” formulieren: “Das Wort hebt an zu leuchten als die Versammlung,
die Anwesendes erst in sein Anwesen bringt” (GA12 224).

Die Ambiguitit des Seins in threm auf etwas Abwesendes weisenden Geschehen stimmt
also mit der Sprache insofern iiberein, als das Wort faktisch in die Einigung versammelt,
jedoch zugleich auf ein Abwesen hinausdeutet, welches diese Einigung durchbricht."
In Die Sage (1942) erlautert Heidegger das “Be-deuten” des Wortes sowohl mit dem
Ausdruck “in Winken angehen”, d. h. ins Anwesen holen, als auch mit der Fiigung
“geleiten in den Hehl”, d. h. ins Abwesen entziehen lassen, wobei dieses “Be-deuten”
den “Sagenden” - den Menschen - in das entsprechende Verhaltnis zwischen Sein und
Mensch fugen soll (GA74 43). Auch in Der Weg zur Sprache (1959) wird “das Zeigen” der
“Sage” als dasjenige genannt, das “Anwesendes erscheinen, Abwesendes entscheinen
1aBt” (GA12 246). Die Ambiguitit des Seins nimmt also im Medium des “Wortes” Gestalt
an, so dass Heidegger in einer berithmt gewordenen Formulierung schreiben kann: “Das
Sein von jeglichem, was ist, wohnt im Wort. Daher gilt der Satz: Die Sprache ist das
Haus des Seins” (GA12 156, Hervorh. Y. K; vgl. GA12 255)°

Nun stellt sich die Frage, ob dem “Wort” als Medium eine eigene Phianomenalitat
zugesprochen wird, die es vom “Schmerz” unterscheidet. In den Manuskripten der
1930er Jahre sind Ansitze dazu zu erkennen, etwa wenn es hei3t: “Das »Stehen«
des Anfangs besagt, dal3 dieser als ereignishafter im lichtend-verbergenden Wesen
(Abschied) »ruht« und »bestandig« ist, ohne dalB diese »Bestindigkeit« im Sinne einer
bloBen Dauer des bloRen Anwesens von etwas gedacht werden durfte” (GA74 85). Da
dieses bestidndige “Stehen” zugleich das (dem ,Anfang” Gestalt gebende) “Zeichen”
charakterisiert (GA74 85), mussten sich Termini wie “stehen”, “ruhen” und “bestindig”
als phanomenale Charaktere des “Zeichens” und “Wortes” verstehen lassen. Wichtig
ist hier, dass Heidegger diese “Bestandigkeit” des “Wortes” vom “bloBen Anwesen”

ausdrucklich unterscheidet. Da das “Wort” den Kern der Offenheit des Phinomens
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bildet, muss es von uns bestandig” vorausgesetzt werden. Damit ist jedoch nicht die
“Bestdndigkeit” der Versammlung der Offenheit ins Anwesen gemeint, sondern die
“Bestindigkeit” eines focus imaginarius, um den herum die im “Schmerz” erfahrene
Dynamik der Offenheit allererst als Ambiguitit vernommen wird. Das “Wort” selbst ist
namlich nicht das substanzielle Moment der Erfahrung, da es nur insofern vorausgesetzt
wird, als wir das eigene Geworfensein in die Ambiguitat des Seins vernehmen. Und doch
tritt der Mensch als der “Sagende”, wie es im obigen Zitat heiBt, erst durch das “Be-
deuten” des “Wortes” in das entsprechende Verhaltnis zum Sein, welches es ermoglicht,
die Offenheit des Phianomens zu wiederholen. Es wird also im “Wort” als Sein die (wie
ich es nenne) Objektivitit, d. h. der an sich ontologisch offene Bezug des Seins zum

Menschen aufgedeckt.

2 Das Ding als gebardendes Medium der Welt und seine Phanomenalitat

Welche Konsequenzen hat nun die Auffassung von der Offenheit des Phanomens
als einer Offenheit des “Wortes” fiir die Art und Weise, wie sich uns das Seiende
zeigt? Der spate Heidegger bezeichnet den aus der Ambiguitat des Seins erfahrenen
Zusammenhang des Seienden als “Welt” oder “Geviert”, das einzelne Seiende dagegen
als “Ding” (vgl. GA12 177)° Dass die Sprache diesbeztglich von fundamentaler Relevanz
ist, macht Heidegger immer wieder unmissversténdlich klar. So hei3t es tber die “Welt™
“Sie [die Sprache] verhilt, unterhilt, reicht und bereichert das Gegen-einander-itber der
Weltgegenden [--]" (GA12 203). Und tber das “Ding” wird gesagt, das “Wort” halte “das
Ding ins Sein”, was in Heideggers Deutung von Georges Vers “Kein Ding sei wo das
wort gebricht” eine Entsprechung findet (GA12 166). Es gilt also zu kldren, wie das “Ding”
in der vom “Wort” bestimmten “Welt” erfahren wird .

Zunachst ist zu untersuchen, inwiefern das “Wort” die Erfahrung des Seienden
zwiefach —als “Welt” und als “Ding” - artikuliert. Heidegger schreibt: ,Dann schenkt
erst das Seyn dem Seienden dies, daB} es [das Seiende] erscheinend sich lichtend dewutet
auf Anderes und sich selbst. Dann beschenkt das Seyn erst das Seiende mit dieser
Moglichkeit, eine Bedeutung zu haben” (GA74 121f, Hervorh. Y. K.). Er behauptet also,
das Seiende koénne allererst durch das “Seyn” eine Bedeutung haben (vgl. auch GA74 72).
Diese auf den ersten Blick merkwiirdige These liee sich dadurch begriinden, dass das
in der Ambiguitdt des Seins sich zeigende Seiende sich nicht in seinem eigenen Anwesen
emnschlie3t, sondern auf etwas Anderes verweist. Mit anderen Worten muss das Sein,
das in sich das Abwesen enthalt, es dem Seienden ermoglichen, tber sich hinausgehend
mit etwas ein Verhéiltnis einzugehen und in diesem reflexiv wieder auf sich zu
verweisen. Und erst, wo es zu einem solchen Verhdltnis des Seienden kommt, wird
eine Grundverfassung des Gesagten - des einzelnen Seienden und seines umfassenden
Zusammenhangs bzw. das Schema von “Ding” und “Welt” - méglich. Denn fiir dessen
Bestandigkeit ist es nétig, dass das “Ding” auf irgendein anderes “Ding” verweisen kann

und dass die “Welt” die Moglichkeit der Verweisung voraussetzt, die das Netz ihres
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Zusammenhangs webt und flicht.

Insofern der Verweisungszusammenhang des Seienden von der Ambiguitiat des
Seins getragen ist, weist er einen anderen Charakter auf als die in Sein und Zeit
beschriebene “Bedeutsamkeit”. Denn der Begriff der Bedeutsamkeit setzte “das
Worum-willen” - d. h. das Seinkénnen des Daseins - als die apriorische strukturelle
Bedingung der Vernetzung des Zuhandenen voraus (vgl. GA2 113), wahrend der durch
die Ambiguitat des Seins getragene Verweisungszusammenhang die Annahme einer
ihn einigenden transzendentalen Bedingung verbietet. Worauf es hier ankommt, ist das
verweisende Verhaltnis selbst, in dem sich das Seiende, ohne die Einigung zu fixieren,
tuber sich hinaus mit etwas anderem erneuernd versammelt und diese Versammlung
gleichzeitig erneuernd gebrochen wird. Die Gegenden der “Welt” bzw. des “Gevierts”
stellen diese standige Verwandlung des Verweisungszusammenhangs insofern dar, als
sie die Spannung zwischen Formung und Auflosung der Verhaltnisse beschreiben. Der
“Himmel” ist danach die spontane Formung der geschichtlichen “Bahn” des Menschen
sowie der Natur, die wiederum nur ‘empfangen” werden kann (vgl. GA7 152). Die “Erde”
ist dagegen “das Verschlossene” in dem Sinne, dass sie im Kontext der “Geschichte”
gewissermaBen aufgelost wird (vgl. GA16 325)7

Die Erfahrung des “Dings” lasst sich nun auf diese primordial gegebene Bewegung im
weitesten Sinne zurtckfihren. In Sein und Zeit konnte die Bewegung des Seienden nur
auf dem Grunde des “Seinkénnens” des es gebrauchenden oder betrachtenden Daseins
verstanden werden (vgl. GAZ 479). Auch in der metaphysischen Phase, in der die
“Natur” als “das Seiende im Ganzen” im Blick stand (GA26 199), musste die Bewegung
auf “das Sein des Seienden als solchen im Ganzen”, welches Heidegger hier mit
“ovoia” gleichsetzt (GA9 299), gegriindet werden. Wenn aber der einigende Grund dem
Spielraum der Bewegung entnommen wird, bleibt dem “Ding” nur die Bewegung des
‘ins Anwesen gelangen’ und ‘ins Abwesen entgleiten’. Durch diese Bewegung formt
es stets neu das Verhéltnis zu den anderen “Dingen” und gebdrdet damit die “Welt” als
einen sich wandelnden Verweisungszusammenhang. Zu diesem “Gebarden” heiBt es in
Die Sprache, dass “die Dinge Welt gebdrden” (GA12 21), und in Aus einem Gesprich von
der Sprache schreibt Heidegger, die “Gebidrde” der Hand im japanischen No-Spiel stelle
die ontologische “Leere” der Biihne dar (GA12 102f; vgl. auch GA79 10f).

Wenn jedoch das sich bewegende “Ding” uns als ein solches begegnen soll, muss
es uber Objektivitat verfugen. Denn uber die die Ambiguitat des Seins verkorpernde
Bewegung des “Dings” lasst sich keine Aussage machen wie “sie (die Ambiguitit
selbst) ist anwesend”. Das Ding " kann somit nur durch den focus imaginarius zwischen
Anwesen und Abwesen — durch die Objektivitat des “Wortes” - als ein Ding vernommen
werden. Und ganz so heiBt es bei Heidegger an einer Stelle auch, dass wir “im
ungegenstandlichen Wort” “tiberhaupt Seiendes vernehmen” und dass uns “im Wort”
“das Seiende erst als dieses entgegenkommt.” (GA74 72; Hervorh. Y. K)). Im Kern einer

solchen Dingerfahrung liegt somit das “Entgegen” des “Dings” zum Menschen - seine
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Anwesenheit bleibt dahingestellt. Und dieses eigentiimliche Verhéltnis des “Entgegen”
erlaubt es uns nun, Heideggers Interpretation von avtikeipevov zu beleuchten. In einer
Vorlesung vom SS1931 beschreibt er avtikeiuevov als “Entgegenliegendes” (GA33 127;
Hervorh. Y. K)). Diese wortliche Ubersetzung entspricht jedoch der Definition der ersten
der drei Stufen der menschlichen “Weltbildung”, namlich dem “Sichentgegenhalten von
Verbindlichkeit” des Seienden (GA29/30 492; Hervorh. Y. K\). Hieraus wird ersichtlich,
dass das Verhaltnis des “Entgegen” des Seienden, das eine Frucht seiner ,Objektivitat *
ist, als seine ursprungliche Verbindlichkeit wirkt und damit auch den Anhaltspunkt fir

die Transzendenz des Daseins bildet.

3 Der Mensch als Zeichen und das Explizieren im Gesprach

Zum Schluss méchte ich einige Uberlegungen dazu anstellen, wie die menschliche
“Entsprechung” zu verstehen ist, wenn sich die von ihr zu wiederholende Offenheit
des Phanomens wie oben charakterisieren lasst. Es handelt sich dabei selbst um ein
ambigues Verhalten, das die den Menschen grindende Ambiguildat des Seins wiederholt.
In Die Sprache heiBt es beispielsweise im Blick auf “das Rufen”: “Das Rufen ruft [---] hin
und her; her: ins Anwesen; hin; ins Abwesen” (GA12 18). Es soll ein “Kommen-HeiBen”
von ‘Ding und Welt” sein (GA12 28).

Die Art und Weise, wie sich der “Entsprechende” selbst erscheint, zeigt sich in dem
Ausdruck “das »Stehen« des Menschenwesens” (GA74 85). Er folgt auf die im ersten
Abschnitt zitierte Stelle, an der die Objektivitit des “Wortes” als “das »Stehen«”
charakterisiert wird. Auf der Grundlage der bisherigen Uberlegungen ist daher
anzunehmen, dass hier auch dem Menschen, der “dem »Stehen«” des Seins “entspricht”
(ebd.), Objektivitat zugeschrieben wird. Eine solche Auffassung der menschlichen
Entsprechung lieB3e sich dadurch begriinden, dass diese, wie gesagt, selbst ein ambigues
Verhalten ist, das - den Abstand haltend - ins Anwesen ruft. Mit anderen Worten hat
die Entsprechung selbst dieses ambigue Verhéaltnis zu der zu wiederholenden Sache,
wobel auch dieses Verhaltnis wiederum nur als ein focus imaginarius vernommen wird,
ganz so, wie es beim “Wort” und “Ding” der Fall ist. Eben deshalb ist es nicht grundlos,
wenn Heidegger - Holderlins Vers “Ein Zeichen sind wir, deutungslos” zitierend —
festhalt: “Auf dem Zug in das Sichentziehende gezogen, ist der Mensch ein Zeichen” (GA7
135, Heideggers Hervorh.).

Diese Definition des “Zeichens” fithrt weiter zu der Auffassung des Menschen als
eines “Gesprachs”. In Aus einem Gesprdch von der Sprache heiBt es, das “Entsprechen”
kénnte “nur ein Gespriach sein” (GA12 143). An einer anderen Stelle wird behauptet,
“das Gesprach - im eigentlichen Sinne” spreche “aus dem Spruch des Seyns” (GA74 105).
Diese Aussagen lieBen sich wie folgt interpretieren: Zunachst kommt es dem Menschen
als “Zeichen” darauf an, Erfahrungen nicht in seiner eigenen Anwesenheit festzumachen,
sondern zber sich selbst hinaus die Moglichkeit threr Widerfahrnis anzuzeigen. Und

da Erfahrung immer Erfahrung fir jemanden ist, impliziert das Sein des “Zeichens”
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weiterhin die Verweisung auf Andere, die ebenfalls der von ihm angezeigten Erfahrung
ausgesetzt sein konnten. Dabei ist es auch moglich, dass uns selbst von Anderen die
Erfahrung angezeigt wird. Der Mensch als “Zeichen” lebt somit das eigenttmliche
Verhaltnis des Miteinander - “das Gesprich” -, in dem die zu wiederholende Sache
fur die (iber die eigene Anwesenheit hinausgehenden) Anderen nicht nur einseitig
“vorbereitet” (GA14 63) wird, sondern gemeinsam? Die Vorbereitung der tber das
Selbst hinausgehenden Erfahrung verlangt jedoch daruber hinaus ein Medium, welches
uber das eigene Leben und den eigenen Tod hinaus jemanden erreichen kann. In Die
Sprache nennt Heidegger dieses Medium “Gesprochenes” und bestimmt es als “das
Wesen” des “Sprechens” (GA12 13f), wobei dieses sowohl lautlich als auch schriftlich
erfolgen kann (vgl. GA12 144). Die Wiederholung fiir den Menschen als “Zeichen” wiirde
dann bedeuten, dass dieser selbst von den Anderen als in die Spur des “Gesprochenen”
verschwindend gedeutet wird und seinerseits die Spur der Anderen aufnimmt und
deutet .

Der Mensch stellt also die Verwurzelung im Grunde seines eigenen Lebens wieder
her, indem er “das Gesprich” fortsetzt. Dabei geht es nicht darum, dass die Sprechenden
eine gemeinsame Welt in selbstverstiandlicher Anwesenheit in Besitz nehmen. Sie
vertrauen einander vielmehr tiber die eigene Existenz hinaus das Seinsgeschehnis an,
um auf der sich stiandig erneuernden Welt (die daher keinem gehort) stehen zu koénnen.
Daraus ergibt sich jedoch die Frage, ob es fiir die Sprechenden tuberhaupt moglich ist,
durch das “Gesprach” eine gemeinsame Welt zu entdecken. Im Blick darauf deutet
Heidegger in Der Satz vom Grund das “Aoyov $186van” nicht als “den Grund angeben”,
sondern als “etwas Anwesendes in seinem so und so Anwesen und Vorliegen darbieten,
namlich dem versammelnden Vernehmen” (GA10 162). Er betrachtet das Gesprach somit
in erster Linie nicht als ein Begrunden durch Angabe gemeinsamer Grunde, sondern als
“die Vorbereitung” des Geschehens der Sache fiir den Anderen. Das Verhéltnis dieser
beiden Aspekte lasst sich durch die gegenwartige sprachphilosophische Heidegger-
Interpretation erhellen. Brandom (2002) besteht in Sein wund Zeit in Bezug auf “die
Rede” darauf, dass diese durchaus explizit gemacht und ihre Richtigkeit ausdricklich
beurteilt werden kénne, auch wenn sie zunachst nur implizit gefihrt werde’ Ja, ohne
diese Moglichkeit kann das Dasein nach Brandom kein In-der-Welt-sein sein.'® Damit
kritisiert er die Annahme von Hubert Dreyfus, der vorrepréasentative Umgang gehe
der Objektivierung durch eine Aussage wie ein pound cake voran.! Ich schlieBe mich
dieser Kritik an, da das Dasein das Anwesen eines “Raums der Griinde” ausdricklich
thematisieren konnen muss, um sich im Gegensatz zum Tier als ein In-der-Welt-sein
zu erfahren. Jedoch muss dieses Explizieren einer gemeinen Grundlage von Wahrheit
seinerseits ‘das Gespriach” im Sinne Heideggers voraussetzen. Denn auch wenn dieses
“Gesprach” das Anwesen der gemeinsamen Welt nicht voraussetzt und deshalb
nie “Begrindung” wird (vgl. GA12 220), kann es die Sprechenden allererst darauf

“vorbereiten”, dass das Anwesen der Welt in seiner Fragwiirdigkeit erscheint. Im an sich
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ab-griindigen “Gesprach” erdffnen die Sprechenden einander also erst den Spielraum, in

dem “die Begrtundung” itberhaupt sinnvoll vorgenommen werden kann.

Schluss

Im vorliegenden Beitrag wurde gezeigt, dass das hinsichtlich seines Anwesens
‘dahinstehende’ Verhéltnis zwischen Sein, Welt und Mensch bei Heidegger das Wesen
der Sprache ausmacht. Dieses Verhéltnis nannten wir “Objektivitit” und wiesen auf,
dass diese als das Medium der Erfahrung fungiert, ohne welche es das entsprechende
Verhaltnis zwischen Sein und Mensch nicht gidbe. Damit lieB sich zugleich die
Bestimmung des “Wortes” als “das Verhéltnis, das jeweils in sich das Ding so einbehilt,
daB es ein Ding «ist»” (GA12 159) ans Licht bringen.

Die theoretische Bedeutung unserer Betrachtung liegt erstens in der Bereitstellung
eines Fundaments fiir die konsequente Beschreibung dessen, “wie es ist, in der Offenheit
des Phanomens zu existieren”. Wir sind als Existierende in der Lage, die Ambiguitat als
solche zu ibernehmen, ohne dabei das “Anwesen” und das “Abwesen” zu hypostasieren
und voneinander zu trennen. Zweitens lasst sich vom Standpunkt einer so bestimmten
“Objektivitat” aus Heideggers Seinsgeschichte rekonstruieren. Wie einleitend erwihnt,
wird Objektivitat in der abendlandischen Metaphysik dem bestidndig anwesenden
Subjekt untergeordnet, wenngleich nach der Ordnung der Erfahrung das ontologisch
unbestimmte Verhaltnis vorangehen muss.

Praktisch haben wir das eigentliche Miteinandersein auf seinen Ursprung
zurlckgefiihrt, dorthin, wo die Einzelnen einander den Ort der Existenz vorbereiten. Mit
Blick auf die von Heidegger besprochene Gemeinschaft wird bislang vor allem kritisiert,
sie lieBe sich nicht von der Bestimmtheit eines selbstmachtigen Subjekts trennen und
schliee nicht derart subjektzentrierte Lebensformen aus bzw. marginalisiere sie.
Heideggers Begriff des “Gesprichs” - so mochte ich entgegenhalten - stellt jedoch
ein nachgiebiges und wandelbares Mitsein dar und ein Medium, in dem wir, vor aller
Festmachung metaphysischer Grenzen, nur fiir eine Weile das stetig sich ereignende
Niemandsland aufbewahren und es erneut den Anderen anvertrauen. Hiermit ist eine
Einsicht in die Gemeinschaft gegeben, in der wir, durch die Differenz getrennt, einander
den Ort des Lebens uberlassen, um unsere eigene Existenz wahrhaft zu erfullen.

Anmerkungen

' Der Verfasser wird von KAKENHI (25-2337) gefordert. Die Siglen zu Heideggers Werken
folgen der Gesamtausgabe, Klostermann, Frankfurt aM. (GA, Bandnummer, Seitenzahl).

Z Obwohl die bisherige Forschung das Verhaltnis zwischen Sein und Sprache ausgiebig
behandelt, gibt es bislang keinen Versuch, die Dimensionen der heideggerschen Auffassung von
Erfahrung mit der Sprache in Verbindung zu bringen. Siehe: Kuhlmann, Ulrike. Das Dichten
denken. LIT Verlag. 2010. S.185ff;; sowie Lafont, Cristina. Heidegger, Language and World-
disclosure. trasl. by Harman, Graham. Cambridge Uni. Pr. Cambridge. 2000. p.105.
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3 Vgl Categoriae 11b24ff. und De Anima 415a16ff.

* Heideggers Terminus bezeichnet nur die Struktur der Erfahrung. Vgl. auch: “Das Wort - die
lichtende lautlose Stimme des Seyns.” (GA74 87)

® “Das Wort” spielt auch fir das Verhaltnis zwischen Metaphysik und Heideggers Beschreibung
der Seinserfahrung eine Rolle. Es ermoglicht das Verstandnis des Wesens des Phanomen “als”
solchen, indem es die Offenheit des Phanomens versammelt. Vgl. hierzu GA29/30 483.

% Tn Die Geschichte des Seins werden “die Welt” und “die Erde” als “Wesung des Seienden im
Ganzen” erortert (GA69 19). In Das Ding wird das Geviert mit dem Begriffspaar Ereignis und
Enteignis in Verbindung gebracht (GA7 180f).

" Vergleiche hierzu Kageyama, Yohei. “Das Problem der Endlichkeit der Natur und deren
Wiederholung beim spaten Heidegger”. in Genshou-gaku Nenpou. vol.28. 2012, S. 87-95.

8 In Feldweg-Gespriche wird festgestellt, dass das Sprechen des Gesprachs die wechselseitige
Offenheit der Verwandlung voraussetze (vgl. GA77 57).

® Brandom, Robert. Tales of Mighty Dead, Harvard Uni. Pr. Cambridge. 2002. p.81.

' Brandom, Robert. “Responses to Pippin, Macbeth and Haugeland” in European Journal of
Philosophy, 13(3), 2005. p.441.

" Brandom, Robert. Tales of Mighty Dead, Harvard Uni. Pr. Cambridge. 2002. p.80f.
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Perceiving other agents : Passive experience
for seeing the other body as the other’s body

Katsunori Miyahara

In opposition to the standard accounts in modern philosophy of mind, the perceptual
accounts of knowledge of other minds hold that we can sometimes perceive another
person’s mental states in her bodily actions, gestures or facial expressions (e.g. Cassam
2007, Gallagher 2001, 2005, 2012a, Ratcliffe 2007). I will call such mental episodes other-
perception where we directly experience the other in a particular mental state in seeing
his or her bodily behavior.

The experience of other-perception presents us not only with the other’'s mental states,
but also with the very presence of the other agent, subject, mind, self, consciousness or
person in or with its body. How is it possible, however, to feel the presence of the other
experiential agent simply by seeing its bodily behavior?

One thing we can immediately note is that we must be aware of both the difference
and the sameness of our own body and the other body to have this feeling. Without
the awareness of the difference between them, on the one hand, the other body would
present itself as another body of our own; hence, we would fail to experience the
presence of the other agent. Without the awareness of the sameness between them, on
the other hand, the other body would not present itself as involving an agent just as our
own body involves ourselves as its agent; so again, we would fail to feel the presence of
the other agent in its body.!

I will not attempt in the following to elucidate both these aspects of other-perception.
Rather, I will only try to clarify what it means to experience the sameness between our
own body and the other body therein.

To this end, I will first introduce an argument that seems to show the impossibility
of experiencing our own body and the other body as of the same kind in other-
perception, and so of perceiving the other body as the other’s body. This will help us
understand what needs to be explained to understand the possibility of having this
sort of experience (Section 1). After that, I will demonstrate the possibility of feeling
the sameness between our own body and the other body by drawing on the French
phenomenologist Maurice Merleau-Ponty's phenomenological analysis in his essay “The
philosopher and his shadow (Le philosophe et son ombre)” (Merleau-Ponty 1960) (Section
2&3).

Finally, I will outline the implications of this view in regards to the relation between
two modes of interpersonal relationships, second-person interaction and third-person

observation. The enactive approach to social cognition suggests that the second-person
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1s metaphysically prior to the third-person (De Jaegher and Di Paolo 2007); yet what
this means has still not been fully made clear in previous scholarship. Therefore, I shall
attempt to flesh out this enactivist suggestion by drawing on the discussion about the
awareness of the sameness between one’s own body and the other body constitutive of
the experience of other-perception (Section 4).

1. The apparent impossibility of experiencing the sameness between our own body
and the other body

What does it mean to experience the other body as of the same kind as one’s own
body? By way of answering this question, let us first consider the nature of bodily self-
consciousness or the way in which we are ordinarily aware of our own body.

Phenomenologists suggest that we are usually aware of our own body as subject (e.g.
Gallagher 2012). When we are engaged in perception or action, things surrounding us
present themselves in an “ego-centric spatial framework,” that is, as being situated in
a particular place relative to our body. Correspondingly, we experience our body as
implicitly referred to by the surrounding objects as the “center of reference” in relation
to which they are presented. For example, if I reach for a mug placed on the table, 1
see it i front of me, slightly to the right, or in a reachable distance, etc., all of which are
determinations relative to my body. To be more accurate, in different circumstances, we
see things in relation to different parts of our body. For example, I could experience the
same object either as located fo the right of my face or as to the left of my right hand
depending on the situation.

To experience the other body as of the same kind as our own body, thus, we must
be aware of it as subject or as a center of reference. However, here we face a problem:
When we perceive the other body, we experience it as object in relation to our body
qua center of reference. Therefore it seems we can only experience our own body as
subject, while other things including the other body are only ever experienced as object.
Accordingly, it seems impossible to experience in other-perception the other body as of
the same kind as our own body. Furthermore, this implies the impossibility of perceiving
the other body as the other’s body or of feeling the presence of the other agent in its
body.

To illustrate, consider the actual manner in which we are aware of ourselves in
action. The contemporary American phenomenologist Shaun Gallagher indicates that
our bodily self-consciousness in action involves two prominent aspects, namely, the sense
of ownership (SO) and the sense of agency (SA) (e.g. Gallagher 2005, 2012). Gallagher
defines the sense of ownership as “the pre-reflective experience that I am the one who
is moving or undergoing an experience,” and the sense of agency as “the pre-reflective
experience that I am the one who is causing or generating a movement or action or
thought process” (Gallagher 2012b, 132). When I reach for a mug, thus, I experience

the arm reaching for the mug both as my arm (SO) and as under my control (SA). In
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contrast, if someone grabs my arm and lifts it up, I still experience the arm as my arm
(SO), but not the arm movement as generated under my control (no SA). This is not to
say that, while engaged in action, we are aware of our own body as an object under our
own control. Rather, SO and SA are aspects of bodily self-consciousness of our body as
subject, implicitly involved in our experience of action.?

Then one might propose that we must have SO and SA for the other body to
experience the sameness between it and our own body. However, if we had SO and SA
for the other body, then we should experience it as our own body; on the other hand,
if we didn't have them for the other body, we should experience it as 7no one’s body -
that is, as a mere thing. Either way, we would fail to perceive it as the other’s body, or
as involving the other agent. In fact, this is no mere coincidence: as suggested above,
the impossibility of perceiving the other body as the other’s body seems to be a logical
consequence of the contrast between bodily self-consciousness of our own body as

subject and perceptual awareness of the other body as object.

2. Phenomenology of passive touch : Perceiving the body as subject-object

Nevertheless, I claim that it is possible to perceive the other body as the other’s body.
To demonstrate this, in this section, I will show that one assumption involved in the
aforementioned argument is false. Here is the assumption at issue:

Exclusiveness of object-mode appearance and subject-mode appearance : We cannot

experience the same thing at the same time as object and as subject.

I claim this is wrong because there is a way to perceive the body simultaneously
both as object and subject. To see how this is the case, let us turn to Merleau-Ponty’s
phenomenological analysis of interpersonal experience in his 1959 essay “The
philosopher and his shadow” (reprinted in Signes in 1960).

Merleau-Ponty starts his analysis of interpersonal experience with an examination of
the experience of touching one'’s left hand with one’s right hand (Merleau-Ponty 1960,
210 [166])° In this experience, first, we feel our right hand as engaged in active touch
and our left hand as its object. At our will, however, without even moving the left
hand, we can shift our attention to feel the right hand with our left hand. This is not to
say that the shift of attention generates a novel feeling in the left hand. Rather, it only
makes explicit the implicit feeling of passive touch or the feeling of being touched in
our left hand, which was already there from the beginning. Merleau-Ponty notes of this
experience, accordingly, “the sense of touch here is diffused in the body” (1960, 210 [166]).

He continues to say, however, “that the body is a ‘sensing thing’, a ‘subject-object”
(ibid.). What does this mean? To understand this phrase, we must take note of the
following two characteristics involved in the experience of passive touch: On one

hand, in this experience, we feel our left hand as touched from a certain direction. We
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experience the touching hand, for example, as coming from above, from the right, etc.
Since these are directions relative to the touched hand, this means that the touching
hand is co-presented within an ego-centric spatial framework centered upon the touched
hand as the center of reference. On the other hand, to the extent that the touched hand
i1s presented as being touched, which is a determination relative to the touching hand,
this experience involves an implicit reference to the touching hand as another center of
reference. In other words, since it is a feeling of being touched by something touching,
the experience of passive touch co-presents that by which it is being touched.

In the experience of passive touch, thus, we do not simply experience the touching
hand as object or as subject. Rather, we are aware of it as subject-object, that is, as a
center of reference (i.e., subject) situated in an ego-centric spatial framework (i.e., object)
centered upon the touched hand.

In addition, in the current case, we have SO and SA for the touching hand. Our feeling
in our left hand, thus, is not simply that of being touched by « touching-hand, but that
of being touched by our own touching-hand. Accordingly, passive touch provides an
alternative way of experiencing our own body to the “SO and SA” framework; in other
words, it offers the awareness that the body by which we are acted upon is our own
body as subject.

This once again raises the question of whether it is possible to experience the other
body as subject in the same way. In other words, can passive touch also present the
other body as subject-object? Merleau-Ponty suggests this possibility, and hence that
passive touch may allow us to perceive the other body as the other’s body.

As an example of this, he indicates the experience of shaking hands with someone (1960,
212-3 [168]). Here, we experience our own hand as grasping the other hand. We also
experience the same hand as being grasped by the other hand, that is, an experience of
passive grasp. Accordingly, our experience involves an implicit reference to the other
hand as subject, and presents it as subject-object instead of merely as object. Different
from the case of touching our own hand, however, we do not experience the other hand
as our own hand in action. Therefore, we experience it as another instance of subject-
object other than our own body, which is to say that we perceive it as a body involving
another agent.

Now it is clear why the assumption of exclusiveness of object-mode appearance and
subject-mode appearance is wrong: If a body appears in the object-mode, this does not
imply that it cannot at the same time show up in the subject-mode. In passive touch,
on the contrary, we experience the touching body both as an object situated in an ego-
centric spatial framework centered upon the touched body and as a subject in relation to
which the touched hand is presented as being touched. When we also have SO and SA
for this body, then we feel it as our own touching body. When we do not, as in the case
of shaking hands, we perceive it as the other’s touching body.

When we are in bodily contact with other people, thus, we are implicitly aware of the
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other body as subject-object in the feeling of passive touch in our own body. Accordingly,
Merleau-Ponty notes that in the experience of bodily contact, “he and I are like organs
of one single intercorporeity” (1960, 213 [168]). It is the fact about this experience that
the awareness of the other body as another subject-object is built into our own bodily
self-consciousness that Merleau-Ponty tries to capture with the notion of intercorporeity

(intercorporeité).

3. Beyond bodily contact

We can experience the sameness between our own body and the other body, and
hence the presence of the other agent, in bodily contact involving passive touch.
Furthermore, as I explain in this section, experiencing the presence of the other agent is
not limited just to bodily contact. There are three main reasons for this.

The first reason is that passive sense experience with the same structure may occur
in sense-modalities other than touch. For example, we experience passive vision when
we feel being seen by someone, and passive audition when we hear being addressed by
someone. Since they are passive senses, these experiences also present the other body
as subject-object. At least vision and audition, thus, are able to co-present the other
agent in its body.

The second reason is that a passive dimension is involved in all sorts of embodied
interactions. Consider, for instance, the practice of pouring water into another person’s
glass: I bring the jug towards the other; then, the other responds by moving her glass
closer; when it is positioned in the right place, I start pouring, and the other keeps the
glass still; as the water level gets higher, she suggests that it's enough; accordingly, 1
stop pouring. As this example illustrates, in interactions, we do not decide what to do
individually. Rather, we shape our actions in response to the other’s actions or undertake
actions that are prompted, suggested or motivated by the other’s movements. This
is relevant for the argument at hand, since such experiences must involve a passive
dimension partly centered upon the other, ie. we can only experience our own action
as prompted, suggested or motivated in relation to someone else. The example suggests
how we are always implicitly aware of the other as another subject while engaged in
embodied interactions.

The third reason that bodily contact is not the only way to perceive the other agent
is that we can also perceive the other body as subject-object in detached observation
of the other, without actually having passive experiences. Merleau-Ponty notes of the
experience of seeing someone else seeing something that “the ‘principal’ vision and the
‘subordinate” vision decentralize one another” (1960, 214 [169]). We usually see things in
an ego-centric spatial framework centered on ourselves, but when someone else shows
up on the scene, our visual experience (ie., the principal vision) stops being completely
ego-centric; we cannot but experience the other body as another center of reference

or another subject-object seeing the environment (i.e., the subordinate vision). To draw
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on another French phenomenologist Jean-Paul Sartre’s example, when we see a man
seeing the lawn, we cannot but perceive the lawn as located at the end of the man’s
gaze, that is, in relation to the man as well as ourselves (Sartre 1943, 293 [277-278)).! In
such cases, the perceptual experience does not actually involve a passive dimension, but
nevertheless co-presents the other agent in the other body.

Does this mean that bodily contact is completely on a par with other ways of
perceiving other agents? I suggest not. In fact, the experience of passive touch involved
in bodily contact seems to be the only self-standing way to experience the other agent in
its body.’ For the alternate ways of perceiving the other agent aside from passive touch
cannot in themselves present both our own body and the other body as subject-object.
Take passive vision as an example: The experience of passive vision certainly involves
an awareness of the other body as subject-object, ie. as a center of reference situated
in an ego-centric spatial framework centered upon our body; however, it never presents
our body as subject-object in this sense, since we can never be seen by ourselves. With
vision alone, thus, we would only ever be aware of our body as the center of reference
or as subject. Accordingly, passive vision in itself does not provide us with a way to
experience the sameness between our own body and the other body, and hence the
presence of the other agent in the latter.

Why are we then aware of the other agent in passive vision? What makes us feel
the other body to be something of the same general kind as our own body? It could
be because, here, we are aware of the other body not only as an actual subject-object
constitutive of passive vision, but also as a potential subject-object of passive touch
- that is, as something by which we can be touched. In passive vision, then, we are
equally aware of the other body and our own body as potential subject-objects of passive
touch. In this view, our experience of the other agent in passive vision, passive audition,
embodied interaction, and detached perception presupposes the experience of the other
In passive touch, but the opposite does not hold. Therefore, in this sense, bodily contact
with passive touch constitutes the most basic way of perceiving the other agent in the
other body.

4. The primacy of second-person interaction

Theorists in favor of perceptual accounts of social cognition advocate a distinction
between second-person and third-person modes of interpersonal relationships (e.g.
Gallagher 2001, 2012a, Ratcliffe 2007). Roughly speaking, the second-person is interactive,
while the third-person is observational. When we are engaged in a bodily interaction
with someone, our relationship with her is second-personal; When we simply see
someone do something, the relationship is third-personal.

The relation between these two modes of interpersonal relationships, however,
remains unclear. Are they simply two independent ways of relating to other people?

Alternatively, is either of them in any sense more fundamental than the other? In this
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regard, the views discussed so far imply an argument for the metaphysical primacy of
the second-person in a sense suggested by the “enactive approach to social cognition” (De
Jaegher and Di Paolo 2007).

The metaphysical issue is whether one of the two forms of interpersonal relations
is constitutive of the other — that is, whether third-person observation is a constitutive
element of second-person interaction or the other way round. In other words, the
question is whether either of them is dependent on the other’s existence not simply by
accident but by necessity.”

In most standard accounts, the third-person is more basic than the second-person.
Second-person interaction consists of a series of third-person understandings and
individual actions: If two or more agents undertake third-person observations and
individual actions in turns, the whole exchange constitutes a second-person interaction.
Third-person observation is, accordingly, constitutive of and metaphysically prior to
second-person interaction.

According to the enactive approach to social cognition, however, the metaphysical
order should be turned around. Thus, De Jaegher and Di Paolo suggest that third-person

understanding derives from second-person interaction:

[W]e have turned the traditional approaches on their head and instead of going from
third-personal situations into the interactions, we take the opposite route. (‘-*) [Aln
observer of a social phenomenon, even though he can be a passive bystander as it
were, 1S qua sense-maker always in some way, even minimally, engaged with the
other whose behavior he is observing. (De Jaegher and Di Paolo 2007, 503)

In the enactive view, thus, third-person observation involves second-person interaction
in its constitution, if only minimally. Third-person observation is hardly metaphysically
independent, let alone constitutive, of second-person interaction.

One problem with this enactivist proposal is that the nature of the minimal
engagement allegedly constitutive of third-person observation remains unclear. In
particular, how can something be a case of detached observation and at the same time
involve engagements or interactions with the other, if only minimally? De Jaegher and
Di Paolo simply insist on this as a consequence of the enactive approach, but what does
it exactly mean?

The view developed in this paper concerning the passive dimension of other-
perception implies an answer to this question. As we saw in the last section, we
can perceive the other as subject in third-person observation, such as when we see
someone seeing the lawn. This experience, however, does not actually involve a passive
dimension. Why do we nevertheless perceive the other body as subject-object? Why are
we aware of the other seeing the lawn? If it is the passive dimension of other-perception

that allows us to experience the other agent in its body, then it must be because we
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are aware that the perceived body is a potential constituent of passive experiences. In
other words, it must be because we are implicitly aware that we might be touched,
seen, addressed, acted upon, etc., by the other body that we see it as subject-object even
when we are not actually touched, seen, addressed, or acted upon by it. When we stand
in a third-person relation to another, in short, we don't have an actual passive experience
involving the other, and this is why this is a detached stance. Nevertheless, we do have
an implicit, anticipatory awareness of potential passive experience that we could have
passive experiences centered upon the other body as subject-object, and this is why
third-person observation still involves an awareness of the other agent.

As an illustration, suppose I'm watching from inside a café a stranger doing something
on the street. The stranger is not aware of me, so I don't feel that I'm seen by her. After
a while, however, she turns her head in my direction. I feel embarrassed, shift my gaze
from her barely before she sees me seeing her, and pretend that I haven't ever paid any
attention to her. Here, I could prevent from being seen by her before she actually caught
me only because I was well aware in advance of the possibility that I could be seen by
her. Were I not aware of this possibility, I would have been surprised if she turned back,
caught me with her eyes, and I then suddenly had the feeling of being seen by her. In
that case, this would be the moment I find out that the perceived body involves another
agent. This shows how the anticipatory awareness of potential passive experience
constitutes the awareness of the other agent in third-person observation®

We can think of this anticipatory awareness of potential passive experience centered
on the other as the minimal engagement allegedly always involved in third-person
observation. Indeed, this does not constitute an interaction as such. To the extent that
it is an awareness that we might be motivated to do something (e.g. turn our gaze
away) in response to the other's moves, however, it may count as a minimal awareness
of the other as an interacting partner. In this sense, we may consider the anticipatory
awareness of potential passive experience a minimal form of engagement or second-
person interaction with the other.

This explains why second-person interaction is metaphysically prior to third-person
observation. Without the awareness that the perceived body may potentially constitute a
passive experience on our part, there would be no ground for experiencing it as subject-
object. For third-person observation to properly concern other agents, and thus count as
a form of interpersonal relationship at all, therefore, it must involve in its constitution a

minimal form of second-person interaction.

5. Conclusion

I have explored the possibility of perceiving the other agent in its body, and
considered the implication of this exploration for the relation between second-person
and third-person modes of interpersonal relationships. Given the contrast between bodily

self-consciousness as subject and perceptual awareness of the other body as object, it
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seems logically impossible to experience the presence of the other agent in perception. I
claimed, however, that we can resolve this logical problem by taking note of the passive
dimension of other-perception: The passive dimension of other-perception allows us to
perceive the other body as involving the other agent, just as we are involved in our
body, by presenting it as subject-object. This account enables us to see how third-person
observation must involve second-person interaction in its constitution, if only minimally,
to be a mode of interpersonal relationship at all.

This proposal implies that it is possible to know the existence of other agent in
perception. The experience of other-perception, however, does not necessarily make us
believe in the reality of the other agent. For example, we might experience a genuine
feeling of being touched by a branch, but this experience does not necessarily make
us believe that the tree embodies an agent. Something more is needed to experience
the other agent in reality. One speculation would be that the ‘something more” resides
in the temporal dimension of other-perception: To experience the other body as really
involving the other agent, we must experience it as an actual or potential constituent of
passive experience in an ongoing, continuous manner.

Another relevant topic that requires further investigation is the difference between
other-perception and thing-perception. According to an enactive-phenomenological
account of perception, thing-perception is a form of interaction where things call us for
embodied explorations and we respond to such callings to transform their appearances
(Miyahara 2014). If so, however, what makes other-perception different from thing-
perception? Here we have three theoretical options: The first option is to simply deny
that thing-perception is a form of interaction. The second option is to accept that things
call for embodied activities, but deny that they constitute subjects for this reason. The
third option is to accept that even things constitute subjects, just as other people do, and

explain their difference on other grounds.’

Notes

! Cassam indicates a similar point and calls it the “Identity Condition” (Cassam 2007, 178-183).
While he discusses the issue in relation to the possibility of perceiving another’s mental state, I
suggest reinterpreting it as a condition for the possibility of perceiving the other agent to which
specific mental states belong.

% This does not mean that SO/SA always concerns our own body as subject. In the rubber-hand
illusion experiment, for example, the subject mistakenly feels SO for the rubber hand, which she
is arguably aware of as object.

% The first number refers to the page number of the French edition of the text reprinted in
Signes. The second number in brackets ([-]) refers to English translation by R. McCleary. The
same goes for the following quotes from the same text.

* The first number refers to the original French edition, and the second number in the bracket (~])

to the English translation by H. E. Barnes. The same goes for the following references to the
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same text.

% This is where Merleau-Ponty’s and Sartre’s accounts of others diverge. In contrast to Merleau-
Ponty, Sartre regards passive vision as the basic way of experiencing others, as he writes,
“my fundamental connection with the Other-as-subject must be able to be referred back to my
permanent possibility of being seen by the other” (Sartre 1943, 296 [280]).

% This suggests that anyone completely lacking the ability to undergo the experience of passive
touch would be unable to experience the presence of the other agent (at least in the same
way that normal people can). This could be (with due sophistication) an empirically verifiable
hypothesis.

"1 intend this only to be an approximate account of the metaphysical dependence relation. I
leave the task of identifying its precise nature to the metaphysicians.

8 The example also suggests that we experience this anticipatory awareness emotionally, rather
than cognitively. While observing the stranger’s action, I'm not aware as such of the possibility
that she generate passive experiences on my part. Rather, the anticipation is embedded in the
experience in emotional terms, for example, as a fear or thrill that she might look back on me.

® This work was supported by a Grant-in-Aids for JSPS fellows. I also thank Justin Aukema for
his help regarding the English language.
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N Cf Emil Lask, Die Logik der Philosophie und die Kategorienlehre.
Eine Studie tiber den Herrschaftsbereich der logischen Form, in: Die
Logik der Philosophie und die Kategorienlehre / Die Lehre vom Urteil,
Sdamtliche Werke, Band 2, Jena: Dietrich Scheglmann Reprintverlag,
2003, insb. “Einleitung” und “Erster Teil. Die Logik der Seinskategorien”,
S 4-74.
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Genki UEMURA

Takuma OBARA

Kenji KAMEZAKI

Tadashi KAWASAKI
Jun KUZUYA

Makoto KUREHA

Tohru GENKA

Junpei SHIROTA

Yutaka TOMIYAMA

Fumiaki HASHIZUME

Yuko ISHIHARA

Yohei KAGEYAMA

Katsunori MIYAHARA

Shojiro KOTEGAWA

Keijiro MATSUMOTO

Genki UEMURA

Yohei KAGEYAMA

Phenomenological Realism and Relational View of Sensation
La Mort qui hante le temps

—le probléme de la constitution du « moi » dans la pensée
de Derrida—

Wertsanschauung bei Scheler und kategoriale Anschauung
bei Husserl

—Kategoriale Anschauung als Grund der
Wertsanschauungstheorie von Vorziehen und Nachsetzen—
Merleau-Ponty et la phénoménologie de 'amour

Husserl and Content of Perception

James' theory of consciousness reconsidered :Its significance
for the contemporary studies of mind

The Scope of Perceptual Experience
—The Case of Perception of Emotion—

Lebensdoppelheit und Dasein

Constitution of the Past and the Reality of the Past in the
Early Husserl's Theory of Time

Zum Begriff der Idee bei Kant im Sinne der Phinomenologie
E. Husserls

The transcendental orientation of Sein und Zeit

Objektivitit als Medium der Erfahrung bei Heidegger
—mit einem Blick auf die gegenwirtige Sprachphilosophie—

Perceiving other agents: Passive experience for seeing the
other body as the other’s body

Book Review
FUJIOKA Toshihiro, Emmanuel Levinas et I’ éthique du “lieu”
Kazunori WATANABE, Die Erorterung von Sinn beim
frihen Heidegger. Entstehung, Gestaltung, Entwicklung
(Koyo Shobo, 2014)

Abroad Information

On the Edition of Husserliana at the Husserl Archives
Leuven and Some Related Issues.

Wuppertal in den Jahren 2011-2015
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Jahrbuch der japanischen Gesellschaft fiir Phinomenologie
Annual Review of the Phenomenological Association of Japan

Annuaire de I'association japonaise des phénoménologues

Contents
Special Issue : When truth emerges : Phenomenology of Mathematical Experience
Mitsuhiro OKADA On “Arithmatica Universalis” and “Definite Manifolds”
in the Early Husserl
—with Focus on Manuscripts from Winter 1901 —
Toshihiro SUZUKI Phenomenology of Mathematical Objects
Daisuke NAKAMURA L'expérience mathématique dans la phénoménologie :
au miroir de 1’ épistémologie de Jean Cavaillés

Special Lecture

Alessandro Salice A Phenomenological Theory of Group Identification
(tr. by Shintaro AKASAKA)

Tae-Hee Kim Naturalizing Phenomenology
(tr. by Eisuke NAKAZAWA)
Report of the 36th Meeting of PAJ
Workshop 1

Daisuke KAMEI Le premier Derrida et Heidegger
—autour du cours de Derrida sur “Heidegger” (1964-1965) —

Workshop 2
Tetsuo SAWADA Phénoménologie et pathologie : autour de Marc Richir
Workshop 3

Mao NAKA “Gender Equality” and Phenomenology

Articles read in the 36th Meeting of PAJ

Takeshi AKIBA Toward Where was Brentano's Theory of Truth Going?
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