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Pierre Clarac et André Ferré. Bibliothéque de la Pléiade. Edition Gallimard,
1954, p.350.
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Introduction

In the spring of 2014, Heidegger’s Black Notebooks received posthumous pub-
lication, sparking criticism. Passages dealing with ‘Judaism’ were labeled ‘anti-Semitic’
and the relation between Heidegger and Nazism has once again been called into question.
In the midst of this, something of a sub-theme has quickly gathered attention: Heidegger’s
discussion of race. In the texts available prior to the publication of the Black Notebooks,
such a discussion of race hardly appears, and only to the extent verifiable in the materials
from during and around the period of his rectorate, i.e. when he was a member of the Nazi
party. Yet, in the record of the Black Notebooks, especially since the period of his rectorate,
remarks on race appear not only frequently, but in conjunction with Judaism. Thus, with the
aim of clarifying this newly discovered ‘anti-Semitism’, commentators are requestioning
the Heidegger-Nazi issue while zeroing in on Heidegger’s discussion of race.

Nevertheless, it must be admitted that the present state of research on this problem
of race is in considerable disarray. There is no clear consensus of opinion even on the basic
matter of what Heidegger’s position was toward Nazi racism. For example, Heinz claims
that, ‘Heidegger does not reject biologically based racism, but supplements and increases
it’, and Lettow holds that Heidegger’s discussion of race ‘stabilizes the Nazi racial dis-
course’. On the other hand, Di Cesare draws attention to the point that ‘Heidegger rejects
biological racism’". It would seem that this difference of opinion is due to the fact that the
relation between the ‘two concepts of “race’””™ indicated by Trawny, between, that is, the
biological concept and the existential concept, has not yet been sufficiently straightened out.
While I agree with Di Cesare and Trawny that Heidegger takes up a critical position toward
the former, the interpretations they present are unclear, with Trawny saying that Heidegger
‘does not doubt the biological significance™ of the concept of race and Di Cesare saying
that he ‘did not truly call [it] into question’". This leaves their positions in the discussion
somewhat ill-defined.

In this essay, I would like to try to dispel the confusion surrounding this problem.
Relying on Heidegger’s thinking during the period of his rectorate, I will set out to organize
and analyze his discussion of race. In preparation for that, I will begin by confirming how
Heidegger saw Nazi racism (I). Next, I will examine the existential concept of race that he
posed in critical response (II). Finally, putting Trawny’s position to some scrutiny, I will
investigate the cause of the confusion surrounding Heidegger’s discussion of race and shed
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some light on its background.

I. The critique of racism

Heidegger began grappling with the problem of race after becoming university
rector under the Nazi administration. What first comes to attention is his critique of the ra-
cism that formed the backdrop of the Nazi’s criminal racial policy. That said, this critique
was not conducted from any humanitarian perspective, but was instead thoroughly focused
on Nazi racism’s biological grounding. It goes without saying, Heidegger found such an
understanding of the human being to be inadequate and instead believed that the analytic of
Dasein ‘is prior to [...] biology’ (GA2, 60)". Even in the Black Notebooks of the rectorate
period, Heidegger perceived a ‘turbid biologism’ within the ‘vulgar National Socialism’
propagandized by the day’s Mein Kampf-toting journalists. He goes on to describe biolo-
gism as the ‘insane opinion [...] that the spiritual-historical world (“culture”) would grow
like a plant out of the “people” (GA94, 142f.). One can surmise that holding Nazism in
such critical regard would have been quite dangerous at the time, yet Heidegger repeats this
opinion publicly, going so far as to announce it from the lectern as rector. Most significant-
ly, Heidegger emphatically presents his position on the issue in a talk on Kolbenheyer in the
1933/34 winter lecture course:

Kolbenheyer does not see and cannot see that man as people [Jolk] is a
historical essence, that to historical being there belongs the decision for
a particular will to be and fate—engagement of action, responsibility in
endurance and persistence, courage, confidence, faith, the strength for
sacrifice.

All these fundamental attitudes of historical man are possible
only on the basis of freedom.

But it is not enough to recognize, perhaps, these phenomena of
human being (after all, they are hard to deny), merely in order then to
distort them into biological functional capacities. One thereby perverts
decision—engagement— freedom—the courage for sacrifice into a pro-
cess that is encumbered from the outside and fit into the biological reality
which has been presupposed as the only definitive reality, without seeing
and grasping that in engaging oneself and enduring and sacrificing, a
way of being that is different in principle becomes powerful—different in
principle from, say, the functioning of gastric juices and sexual cells and
tending to the brood. (GA36/37, 210f.)

Here, ‘engagement of action, responsibility in endurance and persistence’ center
upon human ‘decision’ and ‘freedom’. Yet, a biologism that tries to explain this way of
being by reducing it to ‘the functioning of gastric juices and sexual cells and tending to
the brood’, Heidegger declares, is one that ‘distorts” and ‘perverts’. In no way are the hu-

man being’s own ‘fundamental attitudes’ captured by speaking of them in terms of internal
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organs or their organic mechanisms, in terms of, say, the functioning of brain cells. This
contrast between biological function and the human’s own way of being has some resem-
blance to the distinction in Being and Time between ‘categories’ and ‘existentials’. Indeed,
even in this lecture Heidegger says, ‘Organism, procreation, propagation are categorial
determinations. / In contrast, tradition, decision, struggle, insight, are determinations that
pertain to existence: existential concepts’ (ibid., 219), thus following the distinction made in
Being and Time. The latter ‘way of being that is different in principle’ is not grasped by the
‘blindness of this biologism’ (ibid., 211). It is in this context that Heidegger points out the
problem of ‘corporeality’:
[...] this being [way of being that is different in principle] does not,
among other things, “also” play itself out in the bodily organism, but
rather it is precisely bodily engagement and struggle that are dominated
and gripped by authentically, historically responsible being (nobility!).
The Prussian nobility—merely grown like an apple on a tree, or grown
from historical experience in the spiritual-political reality of the world of
Frederick the Great? (Ibid.)

The ‘way of being that is different in principle’ from biological function is here
said to be ‘authentically, historically responsible being’. This, then, points us to Dasein’s
historicity. Through ‘Volk’ and ‘fate’, terms dealing with ‘historical essence’, historicity
was implied in the previous quote as well. Noteworthy is that the human’s historical way
of being does not stem from the body’s biological functioning. On the contrary, the histori-
cal way of being dominates the fundamental attitude of ‘bodily engagement and struggle’.
Here, Heidegger perceives a connection between the human’s historical way of being and
bodily action, and as an example, he offers the ‘Prussian nobility’ cultivated by Frederick
the Great. The conduct of the ‘authentically, historically responsible’ nobility was by no
means grown like a plant, but, he seems to want to say, it is based in ‘historical experience’,
that is, the historicity of Dasein. What we can glean from such wording is that, through his
critique of biological racism and from the perspective of Dasein’s historicity, Heidegger is
attempting to launch something of an existential theory of the body drawing on the nobili-
ty’s way of being as a model.

I1. Race and the existential theory of the body
1. Race as an existential

During a treatment of spatiality in Being and Time, Heidegger points out that the
body has ‘a problematic of its own’ (GA2, 145). Even so, there the issue remained under-
developed. In contrast, during his rectorate Heidegger perceived that a treatment of this
problem must deal with Dasein’s existence and historicity. The body demands an existential
treatment. On this point, the following remarks from the same 1933/34 winter lecture cour-
se are worthy of our attention.

The fundamental act in the human way of being is this, that man under-
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stands the being and essence of things in advance, that is, the fundamen-
tal happening of truth. If man were not put into this happening, then he
would be unable to exist, to be as man.

From this point on, we must free ourselves from a centuries-old
error, the error of saying that man is an animal with reason as a supple-
ment. We must rather define man from above, and then his character as
a living thing is to be determined. Reason should not be a superstructure
added to the human body; instead, corporeality must be transposed into

the existence of man.

This is why even an infant is not some sort of animal, but is
immediately human. None of the utterances of a young human being may
be grasped on the basis of animal biology; race and lineage, too, are to be
understood on this basis, and are not to be represented by an antiquated
biology based on liberalism. (GA36/37, 178)

At the top of this passage, Heidegger takes the ‘understanding of being’ to be
the human being’s ‘fundamental act’ and then restates this in terms of ‘the fundamental
happening of truth’. Since ‘happening’ (Geschehnis) essentially means ‘history’ (cf. ibid.,
176), this view implies that the human understanding of being is historical. According to
Heidegger, if the human being does not stand in an understanding of being as a fundamental
happening, then the human being cannot exist. We can also find here a moment that breaks
from the traditional view of the human being as a ‘rational animal’. Traditionally, it has
been thought that while the human body is animal, what constitutes the eminence of the
human being with respect to other animals is that human bodies have been ‘supplemented’
with reason. Against this, Heidegger claims that ‘corporeality must be transposed into the
existence of man’. That means that if human existence belongs to history as the fundamen-
tal happening of truth, its corporeality, which is transposed into its existence, has an his-
torical way of being as well. In other words, here too the body is grasped existentially and
treated as an issue pertaining to Dasein’s historicity. Further, from this same point of view it
is claimed that ‘race’ must also be regrasped, and not from ‘an antiquated biology based on
liberalism’, i.e. the ‘Darwinian doctrine of life’ (ibid., 210) on which Nazism depends, but
as an existential problem that deals with human historicity.

To summarize the above we can say: (1) Heidegger perceives the traditional view
of the human being as a rational animal lying in the background of Nazi biological racism;
(2) the existential recovery of corporeality through the critique of racism supports a release
from this traditional view. If that is so, then here we may even notice a part of Heidegger’s
‘destructuring’ (Destruktion) of traditional ontology: for this attempt at an existential theory
of the body tries to grasp the concept of race, not as a biological category, but as an existen-

tial concept, i.e. an existential.



2. Race and thrownness

In any case, when race is grasped as an existential concept, it can no longer serve
as some ‘definition’, as if one could apply the biological genus-species hierarchy to human
beings. Much less could one seek in the existential concept of race discriminative scientific
grounds for, say, classifying human beings according to bodily traits like skin color or cra-
nial size (cf. GA38, 44, 54). This point bears repeated emphasis given the sensitive nature
of the word ‘race’. But then what can we say about race as an existential? The following is
recorded in a ‘black notebook’ of 1934 (Ponderings 11I):

Race—that which is a necessary though indeed indirectly expressed con-
dition (thrownness) of historical Dasein is falsified into the unique and
sufficient condition—not only this, it at the same time becomes what is
spoken about. (GA94, 189)

Here too Heidegger recognizes race as something historical, but further, considers
it to be a ‘necessary condition’ of Dasein. This too can be taken as a critique of that current
of thought that regarded race to be the “unique and sufficient condition’ or absolute ‘uncon-
ditioned’ (ibid.). Yet, what does it mean for race to be a necessary condition? What demands
our attention here is that ‘thrownness’ is noted in parentheses in relation to race. From this,
we see that Heidegger grasps race (and the body) as a problem of thrownness. Yet, in Being
and Time, Dasein’s thrownness is determined primarily through mood. So then, with res-
pect to thrownness, how are race and mood related? We find a hint in the following remarks
from the 1934 summer lecture course:

What we ascertain as body is not in-itself present at hand, is not that
which is original of Dasein, but it is, as it were, suspended in the power
of moods. [...]

In the claim that the body is born through mood, the body does not beco-
me fancifully spiritualized, but precisely in virtue of the interwovenness
of mood, corporeality has for us that which is oppressive and relaxing,
that which is confusing and preserving. (GA38, 153)

We have already confirmed that the body is not ‘present at hand’, i.e. not the ob-
ject of biology, but poses an existential issue. Now, it is indicated, further, that the body is
not ‘that which is original’. Heidegger’s claim is that the body is ‘suspended (aufgehdngt)’
in moods. He is saying, in other words, that mood is a more original mode of existence than
the body. While at first glance this view seems odd, it suggests a critique of taking moods
as biological reactions of the body. Heidegger raises the example that ‘a mood can cause a
stomachache’ and considers ‘illness’ not as a ‘disturbance of a biological process’, but as ‘an
historical happening of the human being’ grounded in mood (ibid.). Moreover, he employs
this idea, that mood bears the body, precisely to the issue of race:

Thus, blood and bloodline can also essentially determine the human

being only when it is determined by moods, never from itself alone.

The voice of the blood comes from the fundamental mood of the human
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being. (Ibid.)

Just as with the body, ‘blood and bloodline’ too are said to be determined through
mood. While the mentioned ‘voice of the blood’ brings to mind the racist Nazi slogan ‘blood and
soil’, immediately prior to this, Heidegger makes the same point with regard to ‘soil” as well: it is
by virtue of moods that ‘soil, earth; in short: nature first bears, preserves, and threatens us.” (Ibid.,
152) This is to say, Heidegger claims that for Dasein ‘race’, as symbolized by ‘blood and soil’, is
like the body not that which is original but already determined through mood. Because this under-
standing of mood is existential, what’s said here about ‘blood’ should not be taken as belonging
to or, much less, defending biological racism. Instead, one should understand ‘blood’, as it is dis-
cussed here, as a problem of the existential theory of the body, a theory that intentionally criticizes

such a perspective on race.

3. Race and projection
From our considerations so far, it has become clear that Heidegger’s discussion of race
in terms of the existential theory of the body is primarily oriented by the problems of thrownness
and mood. Yet, two points remain unclear. Race is said to be (1) historical and (2) a necessary con-
dition. Here, I would now like for us to recall that the body’s historical way of being was related to
action and an understanding of being. Bodily engagement was taken to be based on Dasein’s his-
toricity; and corporeality, when transposed into existence, belongs to the fundamental happening
(history) as an understanding of being. So then, with regard to historicity, how do action and the
understanding of being relate? And what role does race play here? In considering these questions,
the following description from a ‘black notebook’ of the rectorate period (Ponderings 111) is sugge-
stive.
The projection of being as time overcomes everything hitherto as regards being
and thinking; not idea, but mission; not loosening, but binding.
The projection does not dissolve into pure spirit but instead first
opens and binds blood and soil to a preparedness for action and to a capacity
for activity and for work. (GA94, 127)

As a core term of Being and Time, ‘projection’ serves as the counterpart to thrownness.

Interestingly, here projection is connected to the problem of race vis-a-vis ‘blood and soil’. That
said, if we take into account the expression ‘projection of being as time’, which comprises the
essence of the understanding of being, and ‘preparedness for action’, which overlaps with bodily
engagement, then this wording too can be taken to express an existential perspective dealing with,
not something biological, but the body’s historical way of being. If so, we can summarize this point
by saying, ‘the projection of being opens race to a preparedness for action’, where this in some
way expresses a historical matter. The following remark from the 1933/34 winter lecture course is
immediately related to this issue:

Blood and soil are indeed powerful and necessary, but they are not sufficient

conditions for the Dasein of a people [Volk].

Other conditions are knowledge and spirit, but not as an addendum



to a list [side by side with blood and soil]. Knowledge first brings a direction
and path to the blood’s flow, first brings the soil to the fecundity of what it can
bear. (GA36/37, 263)

Here it is again stated that race, or ‘blood and soil’, is a necessary, albeit not sufficient,
condition for Dasein. In this passage, Heidegger singles out ‘knowledge and spirit’ as ‘other condi-
tions’. The role of knowledge is found to lie in giving direction to ‘the blood’s flow” and bringing
soil to ‘fecundity’. One can infer that through this phrasing Heidegger is trying to speak about the
‘bloodline’ touched upon above. Nonetheless, even ‘bloodline” must not be understood biologi-
cally, as if to suggest something akin to genetic determinism. Rather, to the extent that ‘bloodline’
concerns race as a necessary condition, we must understand it from the existential perspective on
race. If so, I do not think it is too forced to say that Heidegger is trying to locate the historical way
of being of race in the problem of ‘bloodline’ as it is discussed here. Then if ‘knowledge’ corres-
ponds here, not with something like biological engineering, but with the projection of being, then
‘opening blood and soil to a preparedness for action’ can be rephrased as follows: an understanding
of being determines the bloodline, as the historical way of being of race, to a definite existentiel
possibility of action. To take the ‘authentically, historically responsible’ nobility as an example, the
present discussion would offer an existential interpretation of the unbroken inheritance of a clan’s
mode of conduct, norms, and comportment. Or perhaps we can find here a form of the ‘handing
down of a heritage’ presented in Being and Time.

It thus becomes clear that race is determined not only by a thrown mood but also by an
understanding of being as projection. This means that we have support for the claim that race is not
original for Dasein, not only in terms of thrownness, but also with respect to projection. Dasein’s
way of being as thrown projection determines race and corporeality, and not vice versa. It appears
then that we can turn here to understand the meaning of the claim that race is only one necessary
condition for Dasein and not at all an absolutely sufficient condition. During this period Heidegger
held authentic Dasein to be, not in any sense race, but a people [Volk] who have resolved them-
selves and a nation which takes over their fate (cf. GA36/37, 3; G38, 97). In the seminar of the
1933/34 winter semester, the ‘people in arms [Volk im Waffen] are referred to as ‘something even
more strongly tied than clan community or race’ and are called ‘the nation, that is, a way of being,
raised under a communal fate and impressed within a single state’™. Even the ties of blood fall
short of the unity belonging to the people of a nation. One might even say, this point amounts to

one tiny achievement of the existential inquiry Heidegger dared under the Nazi administration.

II1. Conclusion

In this paper, I have examined Heidegger’s thoughts on race during the period of his
rectorate. Heidegger not only criticized the Nazi’s biological racism but also tried to regrasp the
concept of race in terms of an existential theory of the body. The term ‘race’ was viewed from two,
principally different and distinguishable perspectives. Accordingly, the claim that Heidegger ‘did
not reject’ or ‘brought in’ Nazi racism overlooks and blurs this distinction. As touched upon at the

beginning, this distinction was pointed out by the editor of the Black Notebooks, Peter Trawny. Yet,
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oddly enough Trawny too writes that Heidegger ‘does not doubt the biological significan-
ce’ of the concept of race. Why is that? I will conclude by examining this point in order to
dispel the present confusion regarding Heidegger’s concept of race. To begin, I will need to
confirm Trawny’s claim:
In his lecture course of summer 1934, Logic as the Question concerning
the Essence of Language, he comes to speak about “race.” The concept
would mean “not only that which is racial [Rassisches], as in the blood-
line [Blutmdffige] in the sense of heredity, of hereditary blood connecti-
on, and of the drive to live,” but also “at the same time, often that which
is racy [das Rassige].” [...]

Heidegger does not doubt the biological significance of the con-
cept. “Race” is “not only that which is racial as in the bloodline.” That
there is this “bloodline” is not put into question. Much more, the philoso-
pher speaks in the same lecture course of the “voice of the blood” in its
relation to the “fundamental mood of the human being.”""

By putting particular weight on the ‘not only’ of Heidegger’s remark that race is
‘not only that which is racial’, Trawny concludes that he ‘does not doubt’ the biological
significance of race. From this perspective, the discussion of the ‘voice of the blood’ serves
as evidence that Heidegger consented to the Nazi concept of race. In this essay, we have
examined Heidegger’s discussion of the body, thrownness, and projection as they pertain
to race; Trawny too considers these notions but draws them together with the racist concept
of ‘body of the people’. The view he accepts is thereby at odds with the standpoint I have
presented, which reads Heidegger’s discussion of race as an attempt at a critique of racism.
‘What, then, are we to make of this?

Trawny draws on a remark appearing in the 1934 summer lecture course, so the
first thing we must confirm is the context of this claim. Although Trawny does not mention
it, in this passage Heidegger is grappling with the question, ‘What is a people [Volk]?’ Ad-
dressing this question, Heidegger first raises several usual usages of the word ‘Volk’ and
then, in order to secure a unifying perspective, he groups the meanings of the word through
the perspectives of ‘body’, ‘soul’, and ‘spirit’ (cf. GA38, 64). The mention of race appe-
ars in ‘Volk as body’. After touching on the senses of Volk as ‘census [Volkszdhlung]’ and
‘population politics [Bevolkerungspolitik]’, he writes, ‘Often, we use the word “Jolk” also
in the sense of “race” (for example, also in the phrase “racial movement [vélkische Bewe-
gung|”). What we name “race” has a relation to the corporeal, bloodline connection of the
members of the Volk, their lineages’ (ibid., 65), and it is from there that the remark Trawny
quotes begins.

What Heidegger has in mind here, as made clear by the supplementing parent-
hetical, is the concept of race tied to the ‘racial movement’, that is, Nazi racist ideology or
precisely what Trawny finds in the expression ‘body of the Vo/k’. That said, as we have seen

in this paper, for Heidegger that is a thoroughly biological concept and is not to be confused

(8)



with an existential. As we saw, in the background of this distinction, there is a critique of
the traditional perspective on the human being as a rational animal. Here too, after grou-
ping the meanings of Volk, Heidegger writes that the view that takes the human being as a
rational animal, as ‘the composition of body, soul, spirit’, and the essential determination of
Volk that depends on this view, are ‘dubitable in the highest degree’ (ibid., 68, cf. also 109).
Therefore, the claim that Heidegger does not doubt the biological significance of race, to
say nothing of the claim that he accepted Nazi racism, is unconvincing, at least to the extent
that it looks to find evidence in this passage.

I believe that the above audit should dispel some of the confusion surrounding
Heidegger's discussion of race. Even in the passage Trawny cites as evidence, Heidegger
doubts the biological significance of the concept of race to ‘the highest degree’. While
this is quite clear so long as we pay heed to the surrounding context, how could a resear-
cher of Trawny’s standing make such a mistake? Moreover, why wasn’t the mistake ever
pointed out? The reason might have to do with the fact that Trawny initially characterized
‘being-historical anti-Semitism’ as something ‘including a being-historical concept of
“race”.” In Europe (and especially Germany), thought branded as anti-Semitic is regarded
as ‘irrelevant’ and its value as a topic for positive research is held to be lost.” This may be
why the passage in question was not carefully read. That Trawny and his followers don’t
treat, for example, Heidegger’s critical perspective on Kolbenheyer also seems to be related
to this. Now, if their mistake in understanding Heidegger’s discussion of race is taken as
evidence in narrating a ‘being-historical anti-Semitism’, then an appropriate examination of
this argument’s validity becomes necessary. I would be satisfied if this paper proves helpful
to that end."

(Endnotes)
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A Phenomenological Ethics Dealing with
Literature

Tadashi KAWASAKI

(Kumamoto University)

The purpose of this article is to examine the possibilities of a phenomenological
ethics that deals with literary works. In contemporary ethics, many researchers have argued
for the importance of describing the circumstances and contexts surrounding moral judg-
ments. Phenomenological ethics is an attempt to reveal the values and norms that secretly
operate behind moral acts and judgments, and can contribute to the revival of descriptive
ethics. An ethical reading of literature is an important task of descriptive ethics. In this ar-
ticle, I shall demonstrate that phenomenological ethics can engage in ethical readings of
literary works.

This paper examines two phenomenological studies dealing with literary works:
Maurice Merleau-Ponty’s “Metaphysics and the Novel” and Simone de Beauvoir’s The Se-
cond Sex. According to Merleau-Ponty, the purpose of phenomenology is to revise philoso-
phical and ethical concepts that are not in line with our experience. In “Metaphysics and the
Novel” he analyzes de Beauvoir’s novel, She Came to Stay, and revises the ethical concept
of the meaning of action by focusing on the intersubjective context and the emotional aspect
of action. In a similar manner, de Beauvoir addresses the question of what it means to be a
woman. She criticizes the myths about the Woman created by men by analyzing the experi-
ences of women portrayed in various texts including novels. I shall conclude by discussing
the contemporary significance of their phenomenological description about moral problems.

A Phenomenological Ethics Dealing with Literature (11)



Reconsidering the Philosophical Value of Literature:
From Knowledge to Understanding

Atsushi TAKADA

This paper addresses the philosophical value of literature. The aim of this paper is
to explore a response to the anti-cognitivist’s skepticism about the philosophical value of
literature. I examine the challenge that the emphasis on the philosophical value of literature
makes literature a tool of philosophy. In response to this challenge, I suggest that by focu-
sing on understanding rather than knowledge, we can address the philosophical value of

literature without separating it from the artistic value of literature.
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When the Meaning Stands Out:
Aspects of the Theory of Narrative

Shuichi NYUYA
(Ryukoku University)

The word meaning has various connotations. It is said that meaning is a reason, a
sense, a content, an implication of something, and a performance. Corresponding to these
“meanings,” there are expressions such as “I understand the meaning,” “it is meaningful,” “it
means something,” and so on. In this study, however, I use a rather unorthodox expression,
“the meaning stands out,” to consider what are its peculiar implications for storytelling. “To
stand out” in this instance does not mean to correspond precisely to a certain state of affairs
and a meaning which determines it is assigned. In principle, a meaning is a genus; thus, the
meaning of the word rabbit applies to any rabbit in most cases. On the other hand, there are
cases in which the meaning of a certain state of affairs stands out with a peculiar weight and
nuanced intricacies that could only be understood by the relevant individual or that are even
beyond comprehension. For example, in the life history of an individual, the death of so-
meone close to him or her is not a mere biological annihilation. There, the meaning stands
before the individual as a mysterious specter.

Therefore, for an individual living an irreplaceable story of life history, the me-
aning is not a mundane, fixed entity. What supports this irreplaceability is obviously the
existence of others, who for better or worse affect the individual’s personally. I will repe-
atedly describe my relationship with them. In this storytelling, how does the meaning of
my life history change, and what it is about the storytelling that prompts this change? In
the course of retelling, how can I face the meaning that has never been told before? In this
study, I worked on these problems in view of how storytelling is treated in contemporary
philosophy (particularly the Frankfurt School), psychoanalysis, feminism, and life-writing

research.
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Workshop for Gender Equality and Early Career
Researcher Support

Theme “The Future of Foreign Academic Stay of Phenomenology
Researchers”

Speakers: Shintaro AKASAKA, Yuko ISHIHARA
Commentator: Maiko SAKAI

Organizer: Takashi IKEDA

Takashi IKEDA
(Meiji University)

The Working Group for Gender Equality and Early Career Researcher Support has organi-
zed a workshop at the annual meeting of the Phenomenological Association of Japan since
its formation in 2013. In 2019, the workshop was focused on the foreign academic stay for
early career researchers working in the field of phenomenology. The main purpose of the
workshop was to offer an opportunity to exchange information about the current situations
of foreign institutions and share research experiences in those institutions both among early
career researchers and across generations. The basic reasons for deciding on this purpose
were 1) that international research activities have become more and more important for
career advancement, 2) that destinations and aims of foreign academic stay have become
diverse, and 3) that, however, there seems to be a gap between young researchers and older
professors in their views on where and why to have a research stay.

In the first part of the workshop, Yuko Ishihara first talked about her Ph.D. expe-
rience at the Center for Subjectivity Research at the University of Copenhagen and how it
helped her to gain her current assistant professorship in Japan. The second speaker, Shintaro
Akasaka, presented his experience of a short study program in France as a steppingstone
for achieving his Ph.D. in Japan. These two talks were followed by comments from Maiko
Sakai who was considering a foreign academic stay in the near future. Finally, a general dis-
cussion was held to exchange information related to phenomenological research at overseas

institutions and share research experiences at different times in different countries.
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The Temporality of Ethics by Levinas:
On the Precedence of I and the Other

Masami ISHII
(Keio University)

Totality and Infinity (1961) contains seemingly contradictory claims about prece-
dence. On the one hand, Levinas describes that “an alterity... is prior to every initiative, to
all imperialism of the same,” but on the other hand, he also writes, “Alterity is possible only
starting from me.” How should we interpret this order and the relation between I and the
Other?

This paper first summarizes what each passage means and clarifies the question
in the context within the work. Second, Levinas’s reading of Descartes is discussed as a
subsidiary line to provide a consistent interpretation of the passages under discussion. Next,
the issue of the dissimilarity between Descartes’s God and Levinas’s Other is examined to
show how Levinas embalmed Descartes’s argument and incorporated its peculiar mecha-
nisms of argumentation. Finally, the paper points out how the question of time and order in
the relations of the Other is by no means recognized only in Totality and Infinity but is also
inherited in the so-called late thought around Levinas’s second main book, Otherwise than
Being or Beyond Essence (1974). Overall, it is argued that the two precedences are not con-
tradictory but instead reveal a different order of dimensions that are compatible, as well as
the provisions required for ethical relationship.

The Temporality of Ethics by Levinas: On the Precedence of I and the Other ~ (15)



La phénoménologie chez Jean-Luc Marion de
« la volonté » d’ Augustin

— Pour le fondement de la possibilité du « phénomene de
révélation » —

Hiroko ISHIDA
(Sophia University)

Jean-Luc Marion montre, radicalisant le lieu de 1’apparition du phénomene, que
c’est la phénoménologie de la donation qui peut convoquer « le phénomeéne de révélation »
comme son dernier sujet. Cette étude reprend les articles suivants a propos d’ Augustin pour
le fil d’Ariane servant de lien entre Dieu et soi et ouvrant la possibilité du « phénomene de
révélation ».

En premier lieu, marchant la dissertation “Distance et béatitude” (1968), on peut
comprendre que la distance est le lieu de réception de Dieu (capax Dei), avant soi, donc,
avant Dieu. Pour trouver la maniére par laquelle on peut dépeindre cette voie contradictoire,
on atteint un état ou le désir devient le phénoméne qui rend ’homme a recevoir. Ensuite, on
poursuit avec I’ouvrage Au lieu de soi (2008), ici le chemin de la réduction de la Confession
se pose en question essentielle : d’ou cette confession méme vient-elle ? Finalement, on dé-
couvre que la possibilité universelle de confesser se fonde sur la volonté, ¢’est-a-dire, ce le
fil d’Ariane, puisque elle peut confirmer non pas « que je suis », mais « qui je suis », avant
la foi en Dieu.

Au lieu de soi, apparait le lieu de soi avant soi suivant la confession, selon Au-
gustin : « sine confessione non simus », ol menera « le statut non métaphysique de saint
Augustin » qui est ouvert par 1’entreprise non philosophique, ni méme théologique, mais
seulement phénoménologique.

(16) La phénoménologie chez Jean-Luc Marion de « la volonté » d’Augustin



On the Concept of the Aesthetic: Thinking
through Kant and Merleau-Ponty

Nobuyuki KOBAYASHI
(Waseda University)

In “Analytic of the Beautiful,” which is thought to make up the core of Kant’s
Critique of Judgment, the logical “quantity” of the judgment of taste, as its second moment,
is thematized, and its peculiar universality in the aesthetic dimensions is discussed. Further-
more, what is judged to be “beautiful” in that respect cannot be fully derived either from
concepts or from bodily and sensuous sensations, and is considered to be something ambi-

guous, or something that can be considered as a medium between the two.

Themes related to this kind of ambiguity and mediation have passed down and be-
come integrated in the present-day awareness of philosophical problems. It can be said, for
instance, that they are connected to the phenomenological subject of pursuing the origin of
ideas in the dimension of inter-corporeality. Here, I would like to address this by focusing,
in particular, on the studies of Merleau-Ponty. For example, one can compare the Kantian
concept of subjectivity in what is only a tacit dimension — subjectivity that responds to
the finality of Nature — with the “silent cogito” in Merleau-Ponty’s terminology of Phen-

omenology of Perception.

Taking the above into account, in this essay, I would like to discuss the relation
between Kant’s concept of the aesthetic and Merleau-Ponty’s concept of sensibility, and ba-
sed on this discussion, identify the point of contact with phenomenological themes related

to ambiguity and chiasms.
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Merleau-Ponty and phenomenology as a way
of life

Yasuyuki SANO

(Ritsumeikan University)

In his series of studies on ancient Greek and Latin philosophy, Pierre Hadot famously sho-
wed that philosophy was not originally a system but a way of life. He also pointed out that
ancient philosophy had things in common with phenomenology and Bergson’s philosophy.
According to Hadot, all of these philosophies are characterized as an effort to disclose an
original perception of the world that is concealed by our habitual understanding of it.

In this paper, I attempt to highlight a significant difference between Merleau-Ponty
and the other philosophers with whom Hadot claimed Merleau-Ponty had affinity, interpre-
ting Merleau-Ponty’s philosophy as a way of life in accordance with Hadot’s characteriza-
tion. In light of Merleau-Ponty’s criticism of Bergson, I argue that Hadot’s comparison of
Merleau-ponty to ancient philosophy and Bergson represents an inadequate understanding
of Merleau-Ponty’s conception of philosophical practice. While other philosophers aim to
merely perceive the original world, Merleau-Ponty requires it to be expressed in language in
front of others. It is this insight into the central role of language and others in our thinking

that distinguishes Merleau-Ponty’s philosophy as a way of life from others’.
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Heidegger’s theory of “the Man”

Hiroshi TAKAI

(National Cancer Center)

In this study, we aim to explicate the difficult argument about “the Man” in Hei-
degger’s Being and Time. What makes it difficult to interpret this argument is the complexi-
ty in the argument itself along with its apparent incoherency with previous sections in Being
and Time. The first problem comes from some enigmatic passages about the Man, such as
“we are ordinarily dominated by the Man.” The second point appears when we are remin-
ded that Heidegger analyzes our ordinary agency before he picks up the topic of the Man.
Heidegger then characterizes the Man as “no specific person is so; at the same time, everyo-
ne is so.”

We resolve these problems through rereading the sections referred to as Umwel-
tanalyse, where Heidegger analyzes our ordinary actions. While he sees our being able to
be someone as the core of our agency, he also explains that this ability is always acquired in
certain societies and thus it depends on our getting familiar with the entities and institutions
designed for certain ways of life as “ordinary” people. Just by coping with and struggling
in a given condition, we will be familiar with the normative way of life and be able to be
normative persons in society. This normative way of life is the very way of being when Hei-
degger uses the concept of the Man. Thus, the “domination by the Man” doesn’t combat our
agency because the latter is partially dependent on our getting to be normative people (the

Man) in our own society.
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Identity of the Object in Gurwitsch:
Responding to Drummond’s Criticism

Tadashi TAMURA
(The University of Tokyo)

Drummond strongly criticized Aron Gurwitsch’s understanding of noemata, not
only in the context of Husserl studies but also in terms of its consistency intrinsically. Gur-
witsch holds that a perceptual noema is different from the object itself, which can be iden-
tified through diverse perceptual experiences. Still, the object, which transcends any indivi-
dual experience, is considered as a harmonic system, formed by myriad perceptual noemata.

Drummond makes the following two criticisms. (1) Gurwitsch’s account lacks
temporality. (2) Gurwitsch’s description of the horizon does not include the moment of
synthesizing actual experience within an understanding of the object itself. To achieve syn-
thesis, it is necessary instead to encompass different types of diversities within the horizon,
beyond the diversity of manifestations.

This paper proceeds as follows. In Section 1, I describe Gurwitsch’s account of
the consciousness of identity. In Section 2, I report Drummond’s critique of Gurwitsch’s
interpretation. In Section 3, using Gurwitsch’s text, I propose a response to Drummond. I
conclude that Gurwitsch has grounds to dismiss some of Drummond’s criticisms, but he
cannot be defended from all. However, on behalf of Gurwitsch, I can offer another option to
evade Drummond’s criticism. That would be to reject the premise of the critique altogether,

namely, that a lawful diversity such as causality cannot be given directly in experience.
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La dialectique du temps : Pinterprétation des
Lecons sur le temps chez Picard et Derrida

Tomohiro MATSUDA

(Ritsumeikan University)

Yvonne Picard, disciple de Merleau-Ponty et de Wahl, rédige en 1941 un texte
intitulé « Le temps chez Husserl et chez Heidegger ». Elle y développe une lecture selon
laquelle I’analyse husserlienne de la conscience du temps dans Legons pour une phénomeé-
nologie de la conscience intime du temps explicite la « dialectique du temps » en tant que
coappartenance temporelle de I’impression originaire, de la rétention et de la protention.
Cette lecture anticipe I’interprétation de la doctrine husserlienne sur le temps telle qu’elle
apparait dans 1’apres-guerre chez Derrida. En effet, dans Le probléme de la genése dans la
philosophie de Husserl, celui-ci s’engage dans une relecture dialectique des Legons. Pour
avoir compris comme dialectique la conscience du temps dans les Legons, Picard est sou-
vent considérée comme précurseur de Derrida. Or, les vues et les stratégies de ces deux au-
teurs différent sur des points qui n’ont sans doute pas ¢été suffisamment ¢lucidés.

Nous proposons ici une réflexion sur ces différences a travers le probléme de la
relation entre temporalité immanente et temps objectif, tel qu’il figure dans les Legons. Pour
ce faire, nous essayons de montrer que si Picard, en s’appuyant sur ce que Husserl appelle
I’intentionnalité transversale, associe la dialectique a la synchronie de la conscience et de la
chose, Derrida la comprend, quant a lui, comme genése historique a travers les notions de

« hylé » et de « synthése passive ».
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The Belonging of World-time to Temporality
in Heidegger’s Being and Time

Kiminari MINEO
(Waseda University)

The aim of this paper is to show that world-time is not derived from temporality,
but temporalizes itself equiprimordially with temporality. We would like to show this th-
rough the interpretation of Heidegger’s claim of the belonging of world-time to temporality
in Being and Time.

According to Heidegger, world-time is the time that Dasein is concerned with
every day, and as such it is also the basis for the ordinary conception of time. Therefore,
in previous research, this world-time was interpreted as being derived from fundamental
temporality in the same way that the ordinary conception of time is derived from funda-
mental temporality. On the other hand, Heidegger’s claim of the belonging of world-time to
temporality repeated in Being and Time, to be precise, declares that world-time belongs to
temporality essentially, not accidentally. Therefore, it is indicated that temporality always
temporalizes itself equiprimordially with world-time. At the same time, it also means that
temporality never temporalizes itself independently of world-time.

(22)  The Belonging of World-time to Temporality in Heidegger’s Being and Time



Heidegger on Race: The Rectorate Years

Yoshiomi TANABE

(Otani University)

“Anti-Semitism,” as is widely known, has become the focal point of conversation
for the posthumous manuscript of Heidegger’s Black Notebooks. In the process, the relati-
onship between Heidegger and Nazism, which has been regarded as a problem in the past,
is being questioned again. Moreover, what is often referred to as a new subtheme of this
problem is his philosophical consideration of “race” or “racism.”

However, the current state of research on Heidegger’s discussion of race is percei-
ved to be slightly perplexed. Further, Heidegger’s viewpoint on the biological racism of
Nazism, which forms the basis for understanding this issue, has not been acknowledged.
Therefore, in this paper, I will try to resolve the confusion encompassing this issue by ana-
lyzing Heidegger’s discussion of race on the basis of the data collected during his rectorship
at the University of Freiburg.

In the beginning, we confirm how Heidegger perceived the overt racism of Nazism
and then examine the existential and physical notions of race that Heidegger raised in a way

EENNT3

that criticized it from the viewpoints of “historicity (Geschichtlichkeit),” “thrownness (Ge-
worfenheit),” and “projection (Entwurf).” Finally, by examining Peter Trawny’s viewpoints
on the so-called “being-historical racism (seinsgeschichtlicher Rassismus),” we seek the
cause of confusion over Heidegger’s discussion of race given the lack of a strong enough
distinction between the biological notion of race—on which Nazism rests—and the existen-

tial notion of race raised in its opposition.

Heidegger on Race: The Rectorate Years (23)
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