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No Way but In: The Phenomenology of a Short Poem
OBERG, Andrew

Abstract: The phenomenological tradition has had a rich and largely rewarding
relationship with the world of art, perhaps most famously in the case of Heidegger’s
expressed fondness for and analytical use of Holderlin’s poetry, but stretching far beyond
just that. What a phenomenological approach lends to the appreciator of art is a powerful
tool for engaging with and applying the spirit of the artwork as it is experienced:
phenomenology allows the consumer to be at one with the art and oneself, simultaneously
aware of each and the ongoing interplay of each. Possibly no other approach to art grants
the individual such potency, and certainly no other approach grants the artwork a similar
power to communicate as the analysis thereby engaged in is perforce a very personalized

one.

In this talk I would like to consider what such a phenomenological analysis can bring to
the experience of reading and contemplating a short poem. Unlike the more lyrical or epic
types of poetry that have often received attention from noted thinkers, short poetry is a
largely neglected area of literature. I propose therefore to examine the work of three poets:
two contemporary and one medieval. Our first, and primary, poet will be Philip Rowland,
an English writer who transplanted himself to Tokyo; we will take some pieces from his
recent collection Something Other Than Other (2016). Our second contemporary poet
will be Joseph Massey, an American writer who is concerned primarily with place and
belonging; we will look to his /llocality (2015). Our third poet will be the Indian mystic
Kabir, whose work skirts and dives between Islamic and Hindu themes, seeking the
transcendent in the everyday; writing in the 15" century his collected works were finally
translated into English in 1914. Through the unique perspectives of each of these poets
we will attempt to find some commonality between them as we unfold and

phenomenologically trace our own responses.

What I wish to argue is that the brevity of short poetry forces us to pause and to reflect in
a way that is unique to the form, that short poetry necessitates an appreciation that is given
to the experience of the poem, and indeed to the forced reading of oneself into it. The
absence of context in short poetry compels the reader to add in the self; to fill out a context
of ‘me’, and thus the standard react to of a poem becomes react with, it becomes
interaction, relation, the be-becoming of the poem. The art gives us nowhere to turn but

within. Since our examples are taken from such differing sources both geographically and



culturally we will attempt conclusions that might prove fairly broadly applicable. In our
examination we will further draw on ideas from philosophers as diverse as Martin
Heidegger, José Ortega y Gasset, Edith Stein, Deborah Knight, Avita Ronell, E. F. Carritt,
Peter Kivy, Peter Lamarque, Anna Ribeiro, Tiger Roholt, and John Caputo as we seek to
find and fill out just what it is that these short poems do to us, with us, for us. In our
transience it is perhaps the literature that speaks only for a moment that can most

adequately speak for the moment — this now, only.
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Philip Rowland, Something Other Than Other (Tokyo, 2016)

Joseph Massey, Illocality (Seattle, 2015)

Kabir, One Hundred Poems of Kabir (London, 1914)

Martin Heidegger, Poetry, Language, Thought (New York, 1971)

José Ortega y Gasset, Phenomenology and Art (New York, 1975)

Edith Stein, On the Problem of Empathy (Washington, D.C., 1989)

Tiger Roholt, Key Terms in Philosophy of Art (London, 2013)

Peter Kivy, ‘Paraphrasing Poetry’, The Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism 69:4
(2011)

Avital Ronell, ‘On the Misery of Theory without Poetry’, PMLA 120:1 (2005)
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FEETd DA DOVNT, T DIRE ATRENE 2 A (RN 72 A NoE & LT %, L—1U
4y NEEBRBRLTNWD LT, T 4V F A O TFEIEVE] G308 K ONA 70— Tgh
2 < Dikam a2 L L7208 & | B OISEZ RS 5 & W ) BBEEICOW TG L 72V, =
2, THWICIZEEY &5 2 &) OEFRMHAFEOKNE L TORHEERZ B ~D>D, 22T
AW S5 HFEHAAFAED BSLHEDONEIZOWTHLNIT D, @MEICAWCHERLH
5 TEED ] OFERUTENT, WNIZ L TEMLOHRBEL LV 5 200, E OIE FTREMED
Hm A E R DO L D, KBRICAHOMEE L TEE R TRy & TEh) o ZFBERIC
BT ENHEORBEIZOWTHlLD Z Ll Lz, Z2¥e s, L—"7 0 v hOEmRIZE W
Tho b bARENRKFMAEAEOBNEITZEZIF LTV DI NLTh D, 2z, (55
D —RICRWEENS CAMIEEE LToAMM L, B “HBERICBWOTOREY
SEH 9D D BENMEE DERIZOWT, BET L THEBSRERHLHIEA D,

SCHR - Karl Lowith, Das Individuum in der Rolle des Mitmenschen, VERLAG KARL
ALBER, 2013
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/BRI ER

BN E D RBGTRE L Vo BRI RIS LT, H 2O RITMRIINR & EITN S,
Kiinne (1982) 132 O—EICEHE T NI MNROMBEHOFI L LT, BEX (HH). KIE BEF)., vaa7zxo
SEPE (M), WL CEOME), ~ 2 A4 ZEh (54 7). 430, T VYR TURD Y TR (T T R) FA RS
FTwa

MHRITR ] & VI IFERIIA T T =B ED X S ICHBEI N E REDLICOWCTIRERLD 5 b
DD, G EDDEHNARIEBIIMRE WO T EICELLZ DO TH L, vy 70— fRBLEOERITE
ROMPEHR O TH 228, ZAFOREZIcOT [RATLIEMATD &L, FUTd 50
THORFATH WD D THRITNE LT, ZNOLDFTRTTHY, »ORKHCZENALDENTDH %
WD THRIFNIEE L] ( TAREIERD 45 7% 9f) L EbNd X5 —RBLEOMIL L L
N=2 ) oD EZF B LT oty A4 ) VL T v — L OIMRITROBRICE VT C
DILHED b & TOMRCHMRIN ROMEHOIHNIEE R FB L moTH Y, Eic~4 7 v 7k
e = —2ff52] 2 1 & ( BERELRROESR L LHlicowT ] )y kB nT, 7 v ¥ —id [Gaie
Je)] H2MIE( [ARFZRDA 77— L EROMERIR] ) IcB T, vy 7RO A ¥ U 2%
BRmIC 51 2 IR 2 FEICHY B Twn 3,

MRINROERE ED, ~A v 7L 7 v F— L OMRNEEIE. ZOFROARLT~A ) v
FTERELTA—wAA VIRV = ALAnY—2FULOS5HE CORFEMMIEIC D HEE 5 2 Tn
5, L2>L—77C, W& DARN RBERONELBEROBBICOVWTIIRONTZNESEH 2 DHTH
DIEIR I N TS 2, REKROHMNIE, 29 LAERDOD LT, w4/ v 7 LRIC [GRi st
CBFE 7y F—A1D, ZNENOMRIITROME A MRITTR & MHEE & oBEfR & W 5 fllifiiciEH
LTHOHIL, ZOoNEZRFT 22 LTH 2,

AR E LTARERTIE, P77V F7RAF O RNROBERICHEHT 2, 7L v X —/1ckoT
PR S NERTERGR L. REOWE LR O KR O M % 8 U CEERmY ZRam s 2 it L Tw 2,
F77ART7RAFNCOMEEZRHL 3R CERLZERICE T, B RITe v 2 RSO
Mg % FEMICHE L DD, ZNABIERTIEIACHRE L TESTEIN TV S L) mTEET
5,

KIS, Zyv¥—nickzay 7.+ 77V F 7 2AFHORH L, 7y F—ADARXFIZREEAV

DG Z AT 5. 7 v H—aid EHEEPITE) vt F 770 87 23 0—fBROBER % »



COPDOHBETEAL T2, FERYAIHEICRAE. 0eolidny 70— REBIGOMERICN S 2
N=7 ) O EFIED, BN ROWHICBT METHY, IV LEDIFVbWIHEILTSE L
(truthmaking) ICBH9 2 b DTH L, —HT7 v H—ni34 ¥ AREGEROMELIwE 72D L 138 - TH
TERmIT) R BRI L. my Y 204 T TEENRZE £ 200, THEH & L TORARF TR L Z Off
I (instance) & LTOE A Y b OBFRZIIR LTV 5, RHGRNICIIEA Y P L ARFTRIIRLD
TR OKAOHBIE TH Y . FEEGRINICIIRTIFE 1LY 7K LEE A T TINCHEET 2, HEHEL
DEIfRE VI M TlE, ARFIARLERAY FREZNSICHIGT 2HEE %2R0 X 5 &t cpift
(exemplification) L T3 DTiFAal . ZNLHKE LULAROWHEETH Y, ZOFEDD ETrY 7
-7 VR 7 ZAFFCNT 5 HE o HIZEEEX B,

ILIARKTIE, v4 7/ V7 ORTENROMEL . 207 v 3 — L DF & 135 DB & 75
D5 BhEET S, NRMOMLEFERT, ~A4 /7 v 27E Te 2 — L) LI OMEL Rl 7miE B
DGR L, EEMIC ey 7-F 7 7 A P 72X MK Lo, THEICOWT] 5§ 2 ke
MargetE & BARTEIC O W T 1L T [RTERICHEE S MR (REENR) OFfR% FE I €T
5, 22 TRy Z-b 77 AR T7RAFFICHNT 27 v —Lofftdi~A 7 v 7oFic s
TV 0L 00MEL b0, RFERTIIZNEZAREICL TS KA v b e LT, MR &P
BT BT 2 A FAE O PR & A £ 2 NETE T 5,

P bEokatzBE 2 T, RIRNRICONTDRARF T Z-F X v b OB & RERNROBR % H
L. WEDBIRICOWTERET 3, MRIHTRD (1) IFEDKIE, Q) 1EE & DBIfRIC B\ Cilig 13 R
o TEh, ZNZNORHEIZ X HIT, THRIIITR O HHME (simplicity) DREZZE T 5, /2, IR
WX RICBE S 2 W Ol 4 DT BRIZA T L DAL T 2 b DTl AT 2 X X RN 7
HIPRIC & o CTH7x % 2 D DHEGRIIFAH A 0HERL X v, BIRFAERRIC 51 2 TR R O BlGR O —HkIc 35
WTH RO Z R 7239 2 & A3 TE 2,

(1) Kiinne, W., 1982. Criteria of Abstractness. in Smith, B. (ed.), Parts and Moments. Philosophia, p. 401. Cf. Lewis, D.,
1986. On the Plurality of Worlds. Basil Blackwell, §1.7.
Q) AFLR D FRE & BEE T 2521C DWW T, Rollinger, R. D., 1993. Meinong and Husserl on Abstraction and

Universals. Rodopi. D p. 1 {¥% £,



(FWIED LI L THEN LD L L THEMIZEN. S35 DH
—— 7 o= VR BIT S TEE-SIT ] IZOWTOFMRET
VEfERAT

FTEOLHIZ LT, BEMNLH D (Wirklichkeiten) & L CHIFEHINZENL ST D DD,
Ty 47— 1 HARIIBNT, 2OV, JRIET SIS X 28517
EVIHIMEERLH L TEX TS (of Hualll/1, 314-337), L2vL, ZOE&EOEEIT,
7= 1] % 4R/ TOROGE 2T TE, FocHiEebo s LTERSA TN D &I
SWVEEN, 120D LT, TFEO T v R TIE, ZOMEOERNBEZEZEER S
NpnWEFE, FYOBEGFEICHET @EmNERLIL TS,
AFEFEOHWL, (17— U F4RICBIT D LRoFER %, FEOMOEHNT CTOmib &
MAdbEsrZbickoT, BIRIZTHZ & THD, BRMZiE, T4 7— 1] 6 2 Bh
B, (FEMEMIELANDRETED) L) RIS L, Zha (RRFTSMC LS
S ICBT 2RO R nICH#OIATy Z & T, ZOWBLEITVZV, FNY R, KR
TOBERZ, WOFIETED T, £7T. 47— 1 FARIBIT DB, AT
HVYEC Z 28500) (B L TR L TW D RERR 2, 95 (1), WIS, 7 v =03,
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HZEERT (), TLT, FYWEAR LANLRETHZ LT, FYUBRBEN RO L L
T, BRERICENL SNDH Z & &, HEVIZT D (3),

LUIF, BB ZhEnoiigz, HIZRET,

(D) T4 7= 1 FBaRTombix, JREFTHEIC K 28510 LW &R, Bk
FHUTEYINE DLWV JIZHONWT, GEMZFE L T\ D, ZoBEEIE, JENBLENR S
D L& U THRERMNZESN. SN DB, IR ORRIFT GRS, ZOENIZ E > TORPWE 725 =
E&EFT (cf Hualll/l,316), 7 v ¥ — /M XL, I3y ch 246, RS BIC
FTRODLZENTERY, FHMEICHEAR, EFOHYHY & Lz /| AR
(leibhaftig) | FTG-MEA, JRAIFTHGMEIC Y4725 (cf. Hua I1I/1, 90-91, 314-316) , JRAIFT 54 %
BILE T2 L) Z ek, MRICEZE FURHVH LI ShTnD L) | FERD
FREMVFINZT HZETHD, ZHIT L TFYIT, BLERIFELRZWIE TR &
WO REEEZ BEX b D e LT, BY.END, Tk, EFFEMRIE Eo kLT, FHiET

! Cf. Zahavi [2003, 43-77]. #illJ[2009, 196-210].



BHERESLORILE T 5 Z ERTEBDES Iy, FBEENZ 5 LEFTEEE FifoE
SLOARHLE ¥ B 72 bicit, ERERIIFT G . SRR A S Z LIk o THR L TR
RIF7R S, FTEMIE, KB L > Toh, EEMICRZ BN, 25T 5 &, bhbh
1T, KT B LICk- T, WA RENAR LD L LT, PEHNICELT 207259 b, =
Dz e, Bb LB, BRERL, RARERERE RS ET 5D Tho T, HMEH
BLETHDLITTIIRVNLTHD, 47— 1) 5 4 BCTOFmBITTIE. 5 Lk
WCEZDHZENTETUWZ,

(2) bivbiuL, 8025 EDOEMIEMEITRNRR D, ZOBMEMRIC LM ERS
HZ e WhIE—HBEEFIWT, ZO45FE SITH VTV L ERERE, KEIZL - TR
252 LNTED, FlZE, biubiit, Bk, B, BR%EICE T, TOMRERLD
LRBHC, KBS L - T, ZOBMERBIER D Z LN TE D, 29 LEREICE-T, 4
E STV TOW S ERIERA O], B L0, FrEtEosss, ZELTE 5, Bzt 5%
SITEN TV D ERBD, M0, B0, 22 IS, ZOFTEMENFR
ROWEN, CNHEBITE S, 7 v —/d, 20X 5 7R, 888D EHIER 21772
WARNREDREE T4 F— 152 55 38 Hilo B\ T, 30TV 5 (cf. Hua /1, 77-78)

(3) FMABENARLOL LCELSNBEE, W Lan s oA s, BB
&R, DED, 29 LERAICE - T, FHORNITEERS RS h, ElEmc
Lo, ENORILE 2D 2 ENTE D, ZHICH LT, FWOMREICELIICHEFEL T
BEAICIE, FMARMICRA TR Th, ZORMFTEEE EBILT 52 EiIck-T, 2
DOFEYD (BURIZHFIELR2WIT TRV LD Z D, BIRMICER S IL TV 5 D) Tl
RV, PR & B &S L CoOBE AENTT 254 LT, FIEBER R b0
LT, BEEMICEN SNEDOTHD, ZOL I, FWEMR LANLKETES LN
R AL TS 2 8T (FIFTSIEC L 2BIES 1) &5 A% . BEYmIc%y
RbOE LT, RAWDZ ENTED,

EEBE IR

Husserl, E: Husserliana. Bd. 111/1, Ideen zu einer reinen Phdnomenologie und phdnomenologischen
Philosophie. Erstes Buch. Allgemeine FEinfiihrung in die reine Phdnomenologie. Hrsg. Karl
Schuhmann. Den Haag: Martinus Nijhoff, 1976.

Zahavi, D: Husserl’s Phenomenology, Stanford University Press, 2003, 43-77. R4t : [ 7 >4
—NVHRZOER——TTEOKSL L RBAD |« RO HIRE . 2009 4, 196-210 H,
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LT, UTOELZMAT L2 LIchd, T72bb, BEZIT HEEHR) ICBT 5 [5EE
H72H @ (Realitidten realities) | 73, HICEERAY2 AARB FZOX4 Clide <, EEMe A
KB OBEOENTH D L) Z & E2RIIT 5,
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(Interkultualitét) | OWRICTIE, B2 Db D TR 23 2%E 2 H L TWD Lfif
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LZAT, Ao X I TAEEHR) 1%, FiC ekl RECTRASEMETH L, L
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& DFLER R NWE SN DD TH D, ZOEEARMIELZRIAT 572012, BREIT
TERZRb D) \ERT L%/ KD A EmFEEm] LWV OS5 E2 TR0, AR
RICBT D TREMR S D) ORENZMIT 5, £ I TRERREIL. X/ COMEICE TS
TR DA LT O =S OBLED HT 5,

BT, X AT TR 2o FUTE T 2 TRIENZR b D) & HFEEmI FE 1L
EWVO RN SIEIRT 5, BEREICLIUZ, 20 FEERNEER] L1, 7 v —L 8L
FOWR D ZFMEO—DEEIMT HI ThD, ZOZFMEL, U7 LA AR —IE
FEOFRIXONT, 7y — L OEFEMROMEZ TR — BB G 09 P&



(ontologisch-transzendentaler Zwitterbegriff) | EfERL7=Z & ~L#DHZ LN TE S,

Zo%E. BEGREIZR TAEEHR) L3 BRRRPEOREERM R Z FTREIC T D2 I L L
TR S AL, fAEmi 7 TEIRHR) LiX. TEEHR 2 X TEHoRik) o3 Tx
BRI ERE OR &L L THEM SN D, 7 VAT ZADRGITHEAIR, I EmBYFEIE
il 1E. BEOSLEIY . RBROMRERROMEE UTRRT 2, ./ 13 [FEHo
W] & LTo TAEEHSR) ONTEND [EENZRbD] L ENE2RWT 258 E8LE O
BIBIRZ T35, 2 IEERZR b D] X, ity TAEEHR ] OWNTEEICHS S
HFEYEERL, AMSEY, bbb &I L > TEBITE 2585 Th Y | TREZE
FENARBNAFAET D %15 (Hua XXXIX 61) 2 EMT 5, Zhdx, [EEWNZR O] X,
Xt 72 6 @ (relativities) | & L T/N—AXRT T 4 THICHE 2 N5,

BT, R E TAETRHSY A BERADSEIEL & EERRIBIRO O OFEEI 0T R ER
HUBEI DN Z o35, £ L CZOFERIL, MlifE-S1F D (evaluative) | RITIZHS N
TW5, FlxiX, o072 8%, bivbiudy EWG ] 28 L Tk, bitbh O3
HIZRAICBIE LTV D, £ LTI b OEEMIE, B2 b0 BB e £ OAIfE-S 1T
KoT, BrIhsd, 29 Lz MilfE) 1L, ZnENOBEFERaIa=T 1L LTO IH4EF
R DN T, HEENL UL TH D, 5T, EERUEERS>aI2=7 1 Ok
Bix, MEEMRb D] o MEW ) 2 Mifi] Z3EALTWLH0THD,

BT, R % TR o Tliabid TEEMZR D) B, FA—o3bxdF
THNERDIBEEENT 2 LMNT 5, 29 Lic [FENR LD X, BRAkala=T
Az D T < M) OFFIZL - T, BASHRIREL FRRICT 2 &0 ) BE
REEERT 5, Bl ok LTSN PR B ET 25613, SESY
AF¥—, F—R—RFREOEAEYE LTO [EENRLD] BT I2OTH D, ThW
Z. TAEEHR ) (8102 [EEMZR GO X, B s ARBEEORNGTIxRd, 2R
RER RGNS D 572 D AR OAREZ ATREIC L TV 5,

LLEDOR ) UlERETT 5 2 & T BEEIE [FEENR L O] ORBIOEREZ B3,
Tbb, 2o IEENR SO X, FRmIIERN b ERAURZEO B ~ L EHE LT DH O
THd,

S HITHREIL, [EENRbO) OEMHEBICERT 52 LT, £5EMICBIT2
[FAE 72 b D) DEBENCDOWTH IR E M2 5, BREICIIE, B2 UbEHT
5AI2=7 IR LTE BT L ERREROIBENTTRE Th 501 TiZ/av, LanL,
FEDORILDAICK L CHEfEZ BIE T Z L IFABETH D, £ 2 TREHIL [FEENR D)
BRI L LD THEFARENE] O OB L L THZICHIRT 50 Th 5,
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%, AIWIMEITIRSCRBUC L 2B ETH D, T TRRIFLEN L0 Lz [f7E) O
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IO LI Lo THBFLEYIFZONFITE > TOMA, ThbLBGFEIIBIT D [T7(E)
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TLITRL bDIZEITD Ao —RAbhd) “HOEFZEME 2L TALNDBDICE TS (K
H—Ron5) “EOBGIES VNS, 2050 “HOBRE (4 oDk ThHH, Ala=
RUT 41X ORRMEE TIFEOMEE] & L0, [THRE) Lx (ERkokkEE) 28 [17E) ©
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(HEXE) [T TEZDRBIE, (BN T4 H5ORITTEDLEN (HE) 13kt Gk L
KY) oFWitE (RXES) THD, BRIE (250~ HD0E [HH 5~ i
ITOFMTH> THRTIERY, L2L, A5 bDICE > TUTALND DD H 5 HBAT
IR E7RD RHENDBDITEL > TUXZEDHITRD LWV ERTIE, ROAbDLERLND G
D OBERIFIEAE GURIH) Th D, YL SNIZBATIZR SR H HWVITHRILE L TOIRIZA 5.
LR o TARITD (G 1IFALZBDERLNDLHDIZL > TH7eb I 5T WM
DEE) O2WiLe TO_XKTHLRI () O 2RIEIZTHPND, ZD2RILE 2RI
DBIRD FAEDOWIE) O THWIZELALy) [ZHODE) Thod, T0 (&) &k A
LH—RoND) X, ZLTARLDBDERLNDBLDDHWIZIZEITD EEWL ) ORX
Th D,

RObDLEROND DD ARITOZEMEBRRGHIZER E LS5Z LI2T2 L, (B &1F
BRHZEMTH D, WonlFBlEEoKHEL LT REZBIETHEARIC L TRT N T
&5, TO (FEE) 2B 5 (o —Rohd) wlifitho FR 8L Al REME X AREIIIC T2
OIEAFE O ZHBR TRDEIND, TROLBZMZEMICE T 260818 A LR



HEEE B L oAl MR L 13 AB=BA Th D, IR L KHE I 2 XTFEM
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=RT AFRD X IR R TW D, [F5 L FFEORICIE, WOERNH 2—FAITF5E
SNDEMNRRZ DOTEN, ZORHIT, BWREMITRZ V. BRIFEEIXENTET TiX
FrELTWD D, FAOMMBIIZEDO LICEEHLZ LN TED., ZHICK LEREEELRE T
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TRIEZR D Wi LG MEE SO,
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TR 2GRN BT D7 bV 1T (sens) TH D L & HITHRFHER (sens) TH 5,
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DHEETELDTH D,

WL & o TITRFZENEFEIZ /2 5 O T2 Z CIF R R 2 2 A S TR T
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. BIRIZERNEFYHFOBREZRILL TV D 28I D,
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TV TR - BIRFHSLY;) 13, TEx) Ko TRIHESNS TER] Lob, KORE
BIRIEINFAET D E B X DY Th D, 7V XIEIOWwew THil-/2>=2 JF 2—/L] (ED
39N L SITFHDEN, 20 T VFa—] 1T (ead 2] ZB2HLIBOL L THERS
ALTWAD(ED392), [Nm— 1] xS DRY TO =7 U Fa—/v) 2Bl Zbid
(T2 O—FTLPRWETTTHL, L= U Fa—b] 8 a2 HDH0E
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