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The Unimportance of Personal Identity for Heidegger

MARUYAMA, Fumitaka

The aim of this presentation is to point out a similarity between two theories about self-
identity of person: the first one is reconstructed by Stefan Kaufer from Martin Heidegger’s Being
and Time (1927), and the second one is argued by Derek Parfit in Reasons and Persons (1984).

If this work succeeds, the result will be meaningful in three ways. First, because Kaufer
(2011) provides us only an outline of Heidegger’s theory of identity, we can get a more detailed
vision through comparing it with Parfit’s. Furthermore, second, this work might expand the scope
of the “contemporary phenomenology.” I understand this title as a productive movement which
develops insights of traditional phenomenology in the scene of contemporary philosophy.
Because in that movement Heidegger’s version of phenomenology seems to be relatively less
important, if his thought is proved to be not irrelevant to the debates about personal identity in
contemporary philosophy, “contemporary phenomenology” will get a wider horizon. Additionally,
third, contemporary arguments about identity of person led by Parfit will be understood in a wider
context of history of philosophy.

Heidegger and Parfit share the same insight that the personal identity is not what matters.

On the one hand, Parfit separates the personal identity from the “relation R,” which is
“psychological connectedness and/or continuity with the right kind of cause,” and further, “[t]he
right kind of cause could be any cause” (Parfit 1984, p. 215). While personal identity is a transitive
relation, relation R is not. Therefore, relation R can take a branching form.

Parfit tells a story of “Teletransportation”: “the Scanner destroys my brain and body. My
blueprint is beamed to Mars, where another machine makes an organic Replica of me. My Replica
thinks that he is me, and he seems to remember living my life (...)” (Parfit 1984, p. 200). “On the
Reductionist View, my continued existence just involves physical and psychological continuity.
On the Non-Reductionist View, it involves a further fact. (...) When I come to see that my
continued existence does not involve this further fact, [ lose my reason for preferring a space-ship
journey. But, judged from the stand-point of my earlier belief, this is not because
Teletransportation is about as good as ordinary survival. It is because ordinary survival is about
as bad as, or little better than, Teletransportation. Ordinary survival is about as bad as being
destroyed and having a Replica” (p. 279f.).

The main claim of Parfit is that “personal identity is not what matters” (Parfit 1984, p. 241).
Because personal identity is a transitive relation, in some cases, a person who has relation R to
me cannot identical to me. However, according to Parfit, we must fail to determine an objective

criteria for personal identity. The border line is always arbitrary. However, because our hope for



the “further fact” which could offer the criteria of personal identity is illusory, that is not a tragedy;
all we need is relation R.

For Heidegger, on the other hand, the personal identity is not important neither. Our
eagerness for the “further fact” that could assure our continued existence constructs a concept like
a metaphysical substance. That construction is based upon experiences of the available things.
“[TThe ontological concept of the subject characterizes not the Selfhood of the ‘I’ qua Self, but
the selfsameness and steadiness of something that is always present-at-hand” (Heidegger, p. 367).
For Heidegger, the personal identity is not useful for assuring our being-same. Our ways of being
have already have the “constancy of the Self” without being assured by constructed concept.

Parfit agrees with Heidegger’s idea that the memory is not directly relevant to the continuity
of our being (cf. Kdufer 2011). I am what I was not because I remember the past, but I can bear
the responsibility of what I was even if | cannot remember it. For the selthood of the self, what is

relevant is that kind of “taking over,” which Heidegger discusses in more detail than Parfit does.
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FROMEZTICHZ . bhvoiudxET, [MFEELRRHD (B0 5 TERRE Oz
AR L. LEBVIRFASND HERRERBES] & OZOXE A5, BAFERN
AHRBNCERE LTV D ZoMRRICIT RN TN T8RN TEArTEerE)
EWV O T AREVE DB L TV D 0IZxf LT, TIRFTAYZ2 4 Offkke ) & LT O@miRERES
Db ETIE, 2 S OMASITHE SN TN D, EERIRERMEEES I, R O AR M 2 K



VAL T2 & O R EOMREZE U CIRE LT O TH S, WITHAREROIE 5 1%, R S
HIZd DI TIEZR < HFUTE LTV DR & LT R PSR E R O IR [ PN 4 4
FRLTEY, ERAIREEE ST ORNEEZ IR E LTV 5,

WIZ, FIFTHERD IR LI RSN TWD TREFPEICIFHARARR AR L TS ) s T —8
DERZBL T, ZOIRBA., BUFENHEORFMMEICE L TR 2 BED IR 280
TO WRAEN X o TTIEAR LS RFEPEOH B H) - #FRUASNIZ K> TRV Z-> TV D &
9 T LAY, RRARERIMEL, ETHMTRRALZS LT, TRICHET b0 L LT
SR A REFA S 2 O Tide < DRICHSRH & —FEICRERT 5, Zivd 2 RIS
NTORMMEICE L TRY . 202 &, AR, IEARIIZEF L TW D BIFED S
AW TIEAe <. ARANCFESS L TO D BRSOV T & 24t J5 THESR R 2 Bl L <
WHD, BOENIDRSLEDEE LY D ENHI T EEEKRL TS,

BB, bhvbiud, ZokuEx TR (explanatory dependence) | & LTo 1k
Bl LS THY DB DEIRLTWEL T 4 U T L - 7Ty M —Oamiaiet L, £
I DRMRATRERVICT D, 7T v Mk, IRJARORERIVE, MR, A AR
&LV Zo0KEZHIZKAI L TWD b 00, R T 2 @ E RS O
[FRIARIR L) BafRA . ARIRAORE I ML k- 2 AR R D BAFRIC bRt A LD 2 & T, R
*To%ED Vil Rz, 2o TEPRKAE) BfRE LTo NRAE] 2L > THIRL T
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ZELTO NRE] ITX> TR Z B0,

i Cf. Bernet, Rudolf, « Origine du temps et temps originaire chez Husserl et Heidegger », dans Revue philosophique
de Louvain, quatriéme série, tome 85, n° 68, 1987, pp. 499-521, p. 510.
i Cf. Blattner, William D., Heidegger’s Temporal Idealism, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1999, ch. 3.
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725 () 2L A L OSEN - MEMERTH D, oM L OBIRIZ, FIFEC,
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RNT, [FAIFFE - C3H HEITIERZAHEL LTS ORBREZMLANS, &1
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EDRRM, BERDO 72 WWEIREDET L TEZ LN TS Z & ERT, bitbiuidfA
WHENT BNDRIVNCE 2, TOEZNELZMOE S, BRI L0 Z87e L O~LIT
SNTPL, THHDWEIREIZENT, BFEIFHEZ I DM NTICoRIZE R BRI 72
FIUEZR 5720, BRICK 2IGEITREN2 O TIEH Y 277, I HIHWMT i, B
ENHHLOTHY KT B,

feid T, FFFH =M C HizZO TSR LoD, BERAR K BWORNTINE LT 5
L ERERD [EHE ORE Rtk | & LTIRT 52 & 2lh s, IB1&EZITondITst
THWRT HE) (53 C5H) NEHRT 201X, BENZ2TINEN, TN &



JINE L ZRHRE L THS TV ENLIZIENR bR, BEREOSEa Iy M 51RO
BEIR BRI, 2 S BIBEICE R B 0T B CHIRINC E DN EHT NP 2, AT
HEOXNRE L TUIEKRIZR > TV,

BB, ULo#meEE 2 < (R NOrRIBEERZIT 1 EBORNT 5, =
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DTN TH D, ZORMRDREHFAINRIIRLRVONEwRLE DL Z &4l A D,

BE R

Emmanuel Levinas, Totalité et Infini. Essai sur [’extériorité[1961], La Haye : Martinus Nijhoff
(livre de poche), 2010.

Raoul Moati, Evénements nocturnes : Essai sur Totalité et Infini, Paris : Hermann Editeurs, 2012.
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RIL A1
B L2 23 AA T H—PEEICDE s THRWRITTEEETH 7D TlEeho
eine MDA T H =132 OME OFEmZ £ TH -2 EF0mED & LT
ESTED L LTWEe—FT, REBEFICIIEM EFOBRAAFEINA TV, 221
TV —BYELEEIN S ST D7E A 9 0y, 1928 ek [Pl OB Mm LFr 72
BILIBI—T A 7=y Y bl LTl BEFTO [ s &R EFoME] 2k
WTC, NA T H—IEZ DIERABT LFOMIKORKEZ, BHRT Y X T L A
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NATHZZDOT 7 A RNEKEE LT, 77V ADHRE~DF - OHLEZEEL L TR
EOREEE 2 PRmE LA L7z (1938 4F) [T 0 T2 < &Riad (1943 42) °FFim (1949
) 2T LoD L b UM% 20 FER B L TRHALBLT D Z LR TE 2, 5T
AT H—DOFEDERIT, ZOBHICHHER L LTE- L iRz e 5 2
LT %, THFAE L WEH D TR IZHAAAE DM D B RRBR S 1L 2 SAEEFERR T, 1929/30
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Eamix, ZACBFEOFETIE R, HOLPIFEEDFELLTOZDOL DL L
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BxIERI 2RIz D HICHEMERE L TR T2 8120 b, LA ZORHICETF
ENTFHN 2 =—F = OBRIE, BKBEORIN LFEOBRODOAEE LT, £
72 1938 =D RA DR [ FUE ORI (X, il EFOREL 2K eIk 520
YAZ DAFEEOEE L LT, 200 L LTOFEHELEOEL L TOFE NS T
H—DBROMIARFEZ RS T TV D, i TZOREICIERFIOERKE LT
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THHMBNAE 2 LGS THY ., LVDITRMHFICROTIE THEEORV B L L
TORM L% BNER ST,

AFTIEZ D LA T H—OFHIUEOMEBPHEORE Y LERERIIH LD
DT 7 ANMIBNEO—BE LB E TG L LTIRET D2 (1), I 1B
i Bl ix i) OF 7 A MIEHL, TOREOEFEEZRLED S Z L 2EKT 5
LEBHIZ (2), ZONATH—DEEPTHANAL T H—DOEROMBNFET DD
kw2 D A D R A DHEHLZ W NS AR & L722MT DWW T, 1935/36 sk [
~ORW] 23 Hi TR ISl o b O EGEE (KRV, A235,B294) fEFRIZE W TE D
—WAEMRIET D (3), OBLIZY Y v 7 « T VX IEEDORBEDE I X —LIZEBNT,
CORBMHRNAS O Y s =Y — L DR EREITH ZLITR D,

1929 FE D (B L7 L3y THTTIZT U A M7 LA Lo T @)
~OFERITH BT sy, L LAZOEENE, H 5P DHHFEFITONT
Mo ZLzEF LoD, ZOFMEGEREN %00 —H#En s 2 ERERKE T
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BRI D) 2 ZFR ) RE LN ERSN D, AL 2 MR 2 BHH) 2258 &
FEMMBI AT AE L FEOEE, fl T, IERNEE, EREAFEEME, iRk, &
KHIRERIMEE 21X 2 9 LRI EFOEENOLEZHIN TS Z LN 2 LRGEES
nNo1E59,

NA T T — OFREEIT T2 HALFRAR [ L5 & ix ] 12X, TR REIZ>W\T ),
[TErE ERER D55 2 R 45 | & [BUEAE O W REM 72 RARAFAE L SE~ER AR 55 5 % [BE
e L BESME), T hE] 6 4 % C TEREAERE L COBRAFEORIM L5 B
HEENTWd, 26077 A MELELZORROEFEELZHFTLH0 L LTH
fECE D,

1943 B S N ERE TR, THARAB ORI TRIE S E B O 0k
MHCAI DR MH Y | WROTZOH T, =t U XA (G, Bife I 2 m 2tk &
DOTFAED A D < ¥ & R 3 2 WAL Instindigkeit 22 S5, F 72 1949 4758
FLSNToFam Tl FAEEDO O ZBETER2WEM EFERAKa I, ERSFEME
NDHBEINZVEHCEICESSBEGFEORGENZONMETHDL L End, ZOF
i CIEIM BRI MR & e S, RET 2 EMED SRR 2 R A~DBAT 3B 2
i,
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Er—/L 7 NiE, EREFICET 2 —EOFA RO T T, B RIS T RIT A
HFMO—3ETIERL, —20 [4hEXJ] TholotERLE, TS REmIcHEE
BRM B, 7 v =BT DB ERE ST O RIS A TR L, B P a 7o
B2 5 —HEm T < RS NI 2 EA DRRIEIC L > THR#ESIT b o —o0 T4
EH) LLTIALD LT RN ENTNDL e zE, PV=da ad XL, HEHN
BILEO<DH7 v — VOERIEKIL L2036, BRFHIKEICL > Thitbh i Es L
D HREFE A [FEFkAIIE 7 (epistemic modesty) | & U CHRHED T 72, Zhid, —FO B
LIRFDND B RO RREETH D | AUDNEIR DD AT EFEN DD, fAIR3E LNDD Lo T2 FHAR
2B 2 DAL D FIRRDFHEHNTARILS 1T 5 TRV E WS M TAREER D TH D
ZLEHR LD ATUEREROARAIMERICHD 2 &< HEAIBVROEGIT 2 B
ThdeIhdi,

O MAEEH L LTORET] v ) BERIL, EROBIGZOFERICIVT LI LIZREA
SHRAMMEE LTIRET 2 EEZARRICT 2LV Tl TEERLDOTHL LI
Bbivd, AREREOBHIZ, ANu=RKr7 1 OBEFHMEO I HIZ, 0 EETE LT
DHEGY] LI EFERITB LDV ONOEERAMNEGENTNDLZEEMLNIIL, £
NEHDRMITEKI L2 5, THEEHF L LTOEREE) 20 A kD& R—BES 7 v
—NDT 7 A M BElEH SNICER—— 2 HEHIICEETT 2 2 L TH %,

AT, TEXHE LTOBGSE) WO RMBICEL T, Ava=KrT7 0 DRME 7~
=D FIED S KB DI b EE AL, (R (expression) | O % 8 < 5 i D
IBICAHESND, Ava=RrT il LiuE, (1) BEEEEFHTGO O TIE R, KELD
THRZBLT [EB] shRdudzsan, 52, (2) BEREZERTL 7 rmE X2k
WTIE, E DIFIENRERI DD RN ROKEE 2 RT2T, Thbb, HEEZERTL 7t
A LT EADOHNEZ T TEEET 2 7 a2 TR MEIC L KGR LV ) A S Te—
OB T e A THD, LIERST, A=K7 4I1lt>T [HEEXHELTDHE
GE ) E, VA a7 AN [FREEE A & LT K9 A EL R 2 N OFRERGR IV RE LI
FEEELRN, ME LD (SHIZE X BAVET 2RI E O) MEFOEDLY Hix b
BETHILITRD, TNWZ, (3) Au=RrT ik ->T, BEFEL VI BERIINEE
THZLIE ENAERH MO THRALEE L LS &T2 —2>OBURRATEITH



B, ARETIE. U EOFEHE, TAEOBREE] 55 TR 6DERIRNEO] ICF
LA Na=RrT 4 OF b a FRNDITHLNNIT 5,

! ¢f. P. Hadot, La philosophie comme maniére de vivre, Paris, Albin Michel, 2002.

Ze g HMFE, T7yv—romis £XHoOBEEN, mmREAR,. 2011 4, H. Jacobs,
“Phenomenology as a Way of Life? Husserl on Phenomenological Reflection and Self-Transformation,”

Continental Philosophy Review, 46,2013, pp. 349—-69.

3 Jacobs, op. cit.
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Tli, 2z (V) ERFLicT3), 2o (V&) 2B A4 FH—DHERMDOFIFLEE
BIRL., Z 2B ENE AR T L2, ABKROERNARENTH 2,
o (V&) BT 2mt. CNETREL DT T oD TRRI N TE 7,
— 3 [RELHEWEHR] LIEPRERZX 0 THY, BOEEDEY X 5 2ko72 AR
ELTCOEY 7 I QB2 SR L 27200 e LT(O0E) ZHFEL IS L35

DDTH S, 5 LR, [CofbErbit, 20X WEEDME Tk, () W
W7 DE 7272 B 7= b DH 2RV, Hich b 2L & L TOBFRIC L > THIb AT
KHEICH EZ T oNTLE > T3, thELLOXETH 5, | (Heidegger 2006, 126) F D
NAFH -0 e, MR X v, L LA T =0 THHENREY 2272 25
5720 (O E) OEEERVT w3 2 it BEAR RS DICH b OFFELZ XX
NTW3, Lo k@REER» ORAT 2 L i3EEbNS,

h7zbit, BOBO—ANDTRETH Y, (OL) Ficiizo TR S N [JEFHRS
Wil (T77AE & BEREID 265 15~18 ffi) T VT4 TH =K A Tz Dix, 295 Lz, ftiT
DRV — A BRITHRETHL LI LEDLI BRI LPICOVTDITH -7z, TH LT
FHEEEE 2T, TR ICHEEEZ RIS LT 2 & v o 7o TRRAEH 175 SOk
DHT (V&) FMENTEZLiIciE, HETHIRETHL LI ICEONLZDTH D,
Z 5 L7 [REERNN] b o TEE L 202, A7z b O Riciie b Tk
W7 M| OfFEICEE T 5. [HEMHMER] <5, i, Siciz [JHBHR ST
L oG R I B L IR T H 2, Bl AT, EEICTRD | EEEICHE - CTHIIC L
TWAITRENR L LTS, ZOLE ZOABEDLIICEREICED, LTicEn ki
JEY, EDXSICHHNTHI LT D0E, (o ABZNLZED X 5 ICH LT3 20
DO REN R ELZ T T3, FHEHATICE ZICED X ) I RNE T, HNTIIED XD
ICHREE S RE T, Z L TR TFIIZED XS ICHBERE 0, &9 Lz, NS N4 ot X
iz [R&E | OITRABEIC X o T, ZOTREDIRZEVIE [XLINTWE] OTH 2,

CToX 5T [HEMERR] X, [{(O&) KX Lot TH—DEEENE,
TRICRE SN2 DM LB OB, LN 2, £ 595 2 & © THHEEMRR] 13,
e b DT RE N L7 [TRBEMESH ] &, (0 &) 2Kz e A TED 5 2 TodfilE
EROTVDEILERTIENTES, T2IDICXZDI L %M U T [HHEHMEMRR] X, B
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NTVREA, ChiF, DeEBMfAFELELT2E2LEIETELE, ZDABZRELD X
ST 200 NHIAHHIC K o THEFI N TV E, 2w ) THEMWMRI ofRrnd 25
RZEPICHEZ7-FRTH DL LEDI %G,
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e, [JEHEMRS | OFREFEL RS T, (Ao B DX 5 IckE 20001
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—HICENINDE, MM TH—D (VL) @moP LG TFRTS 2,

E3THR
- Heidegger, Martin, 2006, Sein und Zeit, 19.Aufl., Tiibingen: Max Niemeyer.
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